FOR  FIFTEEN 


March  coffers 
bulge 

Organizers  of  the  March  on  Washington  are  in 
an  almost  unheard  of  situation  —  they  put  on 
a  march  and  almost  everybody  gave  (money, 
that  is) 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  As  GCN  goes 
to  press  it  is  estimated  that  the  March  on 
Washington  Organization  has  a  surplus  of 
at  least  370,000.  Activists  from  across  the 
country  have  begun  imagining  what  could 
be  done  with  such  a  large  sum  of  money. 

According  to  March  staffperson  Kay 
Ostberg,  an  audited  report  will  be  made 
public  as  soon  as  all  the  financial  informa¬ 
tion  is  compiled.  Ostberg  noted  the  March 
office  is  still  receiving  bills  for  the  October 
11  March  and  related  events.  In  addition, 
said  Ostberg,  further  bookkeeping  is  re¬ 
quired  to  determine  how  much  was  spent  by 
the  organization  and  how  much  money  was 
raised  on  the  day  of  the  March.  Ostberg 
estimated  that  about  $40,000  was  raised 
from  the  sale  of  T-shirts  and  buttons. 

The  Executive  Committee,  a  7-member 
body  elected  by  the  Steering  Committee  to 
oversee  the  coordination  of  the  March,  will 
meet  later  this  month  to  discuss  distribution 
of  the  surplus  funds.  The  distribution  is 
“something  that  is  on  everyone’s  mind,” 
said  Executive  Committee  member  Steve 
Ault  from  New  York.  “We  have  to  be  very 
careful  and  scrupulous.” 

Where  should  the  money  go? 

Boston  March  organizers  have  come  up 
with  the  first  official  proposal  for  distribu¬ 
tion  of  the  money.  At  an  Oct.  28  meeting 
they  proposed  the  money  be  used  to  pay 
debts  incurred  by  local  March  organiza¬ 
tions.  The  Boston  Committee  further  pro¬ 
posed  that  the  remaining  money  be  divided 
into  thirds,  with  two  portions  going  to  the 
National  Coalition  of  Black  Lesbians  and 
Gays  (NCBLG)  and  the  newly-formed  Na¬ 
tional  Latino  Lesbian  and  Gay  Activist 
Coalition  (NLLGAC).  The  remaining  third 
should  be  given  to  grassroots  political  pro¬ 
jects,  according  to  the  proposal. 

“We  feel  at  this  time  the  strength  of  the 
movement  is  in  the  grassroots,”  said  Boston 
organizer  Nancy  Wechsler.  She  added  that 
new  groups  which  are  forming  nationwide 
as  a  result  of  the  March  and  established  local 
activist  organizations  need  money  and  en¬ 
couragement. 

Gisele  Mills  of  the  People  of  Color  Task 
Force  for  the  March  agreed  that  money 
should  be  spent  on  local  organizing.  Na¬ 
tional  groups  have  more  visibility  and  a 
greater  access  to  money,  noted  Mills.  “At 
the  local  level  we’re  going  to  have  the  most 
impact,”  she  said.  Other  organizations  with 
minimal  access  to  money,  such  as  NCBLG 
and  the  newly-formed  NLLGAC  must  also 
be  funded,  added  Mills.  She  also  empha¬ 
sized  the  importance  of  funding  AIDS 
education  for  people  of  color. 


A  unique  approach  for  distributing  the 
money  was  proposed  by  Cathy  Woolard,  a 
March  Steering  Committee  member  from 
Atlanta.  “You  could  divide  the  money  up 
between  different  [March]  demands  and 
allocate  the  money  to  [organizations  or  pro¬ 
jects  related  to]  those  demands,”  said 
Woolard. 

The  official  March  demands  are:  passage 
of  the  Congressional  lesbian  and  gay  rights 
bill;  an  end  to  AIDS-related  discrimination; 
increased  funding  for  AIDS  education, 
research  and  patient  care;  repeal  of  sodomy 
laws;  a  presidential  order  banning  anti-gay 
discrimination  by  the  federal  government; 
legal  recognition  of  lesbian  and  gay  relation¬ 
ships;  reproductive  freedom;  an  end  to  sex¬ 
ist  oppression  and  an  end  to  racism  in  this 
country  and  apartheid  in  South  Africa. 

Money  could  be  given  to  those  involved  in 
custody  battles  to  further  the  demand  of 
legal  recognition  of  lesbian  and  gay  relation¬ 
ships,  said  Woolard.  AIDS  education  could 
be  increased  by  giving  money  to  organiza¬ 
tions  formed  by  people  of  color  to  do  educa¬ 
tion,  she  proposed.  Woolard  added  that  if 
the  money  were  divided  among  the  issues 
raised  in  the  demands  that  a  significant  por¬ 
tion  should  go  to  people  of  color. 

Executive  Committee  member  Pat  Nor¬ 
man  of  San  Francisco  also  said  the  money 
should  be  used  to  further  the  demands 
adopted  by  the  Steering  Committee.  Nor¬ 
man  said  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Congress, 
which  was  formed  the  day  after  the  March, 
would  be  a  likely  organization  to  play  a  part 
in  furthering  those  demands.  Norman  also 
suggested  that  the  March  office  remain  open 
as  a  clearinghouse. 

Nicole  Ramirez  Murray,  an  Executive 
Committee  member  from  Los  Angeles,  said 
the  first  priority  for  the  money  should  be  to 
support  the  national  organizations  that  first 
helped  the  March  financially.  These 
organizations  include  Black  and  White  Men 
Together,  The  Human  Rights  Campaign 
Fund  and  the  National  Organization  for 
Women.  In  addition,  said  Murray,  organiz¬ 
ations  which  were  formed  as  a  result  of  the 
March,  such  as  the  NLL<^\C  and  a  national 
gay  Republican  organization  should  also 
receive  financial  support.  Murray  said  it  is 
important  to  fund  lesbian  organizations.  He 
suggested  giving  money  to  defray  -the  legal 
costs  incurred  in  Karen  Thompson’s  strug¬ 
gle  to  have  access  to  her  disabled  lover, 
Sharon  Kowalski. 

Colorado  state  March  coordinator  Audre 
Kick  of  Boulder,  and  Steering  Committee 
member  Mary  Walters  of  Houston  favor 
funding  national  organizations  to  continue 
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Feds  nab  150  in 
porn  sting 

Entrapment  charged  as  the  Justice  Department  and  Post 
Office  offer  ‘child  pornography  *  by  mail 


By  Chris  Bull 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  Justice 
Department’s  nationwide  undercover 
“child  pornography  operation”  has  led  to 
the  arrests  of  at  least  150  alleged  “users  and 
purveyors  of  child  porn.”  Civil  libertarians 
and  gay  activists  charge  the  operation  is  us¬ 
ing  unconstitutional  entrapment  tech¬ 
niques. 

Attorney  General  Edwin  Meese’s  Na¬ 
tional  Obscenity  Enforcement  Unit  and  the 
U.S.  Postal  Service  boast  that  their  two  ma¬ 
jor  “stings”  —  “Project  Looking  Glass” 
and  “Operation  Borderline”  —  are  the 
most  successful  crackdowns  on  pornog¬ 
raphy  ever.  One  gay  activist  compared  the 
crackdown  to  the  massive  round-up  of  com¬ 
munists  during  the  World  War  I  red  scare. 

“It’s  an  incredible  scam,  a  waste  of  tax¬ 
payers’  money.  The  police  are  literally 
inventing  a  crime  where  none  exists  in  order 
to  appear  to  be  doing  something,” 
said  local  gay  activist  Tom 
Reeves. 

The  on-going  sting  operations  use  lists 
confiscated  from  porn  manufacturers  of 
people  who  have  allegedly  bought  or  traded 
child  pornography  —  sexually  explicit 
depictions  of  people  under  18.  According  to 
Justice  Department  spokesperson  Amy 
Brown,  letters  and  brochures  advertising 
child  pornography  are  sent  to  people  who 
authorities  claim  have  shown  a  “predis¬ 
position,  on  at  least  two  prior  occasions,  to 
purchase,  traffic  in,  or  receive  child  pornog¬ 
raphy.” 

“Suspects”  indicating  an  interest  in  the 
advertised  material  are  sent  catalogues  of 
child  pornography,  reproduced  by  the 
Postal  Service  from  “seized  material.”  The 
Justice  Department  then  obtains  federal 
search  warrants  to  investigate  the 
“suspects.”  The -“suspect”  is  arrested  if  the 
pornography  is  found  in  his  or  her  posses¬ 
sion. 

The  maximum  penalty  for  receiving  child 


pornography  is  ten  years  in  prison  and  a 
$250,000  fine. 

Arrests  were  made  in  almost  every  state, 
with  the  highest  numbers  in  New  Jersey, 
New  York,  and  California.  The  Justice 
Department  claims  evidence  of  “child 
molestation”  was  found  in  the  homes  of  at 
least  35  people  arrested.  Authorities  claim  to 
have  confiscated  “large  quantities”  of  child 
pornography  and  photographic  equipment. 
In  most  cases,  however,  police  found  only 
their  own  pornography,  admits  Brown. 

According  to  Daniel  Tsang,  editor  of  a 
collection  of  essays  on  the  age  of  consent 
called  The  Age  Taboo ,  the  Postal  Service 
now  tracks  packages  with  homing  devices 
that  indicate  when  a  package  is  opened. 

Tsang  said  the  Justice  Department  ob¬ 
tained  a  list  of  at  least  30,000  people  in¬ 
terested  in  child  pornography  from  Cathy 
Wilson,  who  Was  arrested  several  years  ago 
on  charges  of  distributing  pornography. 
The  police  use  a  number  of  techniques  to  ex¬ 
pose  people  who  are  interested  in  child  porn, 
said  Tsang.  For  example,  police  in¬ 
vestigators  often  set  up  bogus  “sexual 
freedom  committees”  to  solicit  interest  in 
child  pornography.  In  one  case,  the  Justice 
Department  even  hired  an  express  mail  com¬ 
pany  to  deliver  pornography,  hoping  to  pro¬ 
mote  interest  in  child  porn  by  reassuring 
suspects  that  no  material  would  be  delivered 
by  the  government  postal  service. 

The  North  American  Man-Boy  Love 
Association  (NAMBLA)  Bulletin  contains  a 
column  entitled  “Entrapment  of  the 
Month”  to  warn  readers  of  the  latest  techni¬ 
ques  used  by  the  police  to  arrest  or  in¬ 
vestigate  people.  According  to  the  Bulletin,  the 
Post  Office  often  sends  out  explicit  sexual 
questionnaires  to  “suspects”  in  order  to 
determine  whether  they  are  “pedophiles.” 
The  Bulletin  has  exposed  several  of  the 
fraudulent  mail  order  companies  and  sex 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“Young  people,  excluded  from  groups, 
teased  or  otherwise  singled  out  because,  for 
example,  they  are  gay  or  lesbian,  disabled  or 
afflicted  with  a  catastrophic  illness  such  as 
AIDS,  are  under  additional  stress  that  can 
lead  to  a  suicidal  crisis.  Because  they  face  re¬ 
jection  and  are  socially  isolated,  they  don’t 
have  the  safety  valve  of  friendships  as  do 
more  ‘socially  acceptable’  students.” 

—  from  a  California  State 
Board  of  Education  manual  and  resource 
guide  for  public  school  teachers  on  suicide 
prevention  among  teens.  Lesbian  and  gay 
educators  had  lobbied  for  the  inclusion  of 
information  about  gay  youth  in  the  manual. 
The  quote  appeared  in  the  San  Francisco 
Sentinel. 


Depressing  news  for 
chocolate  lovers 

BELGIUM  —  Flemish  lesbians  and  gay 
men  have  called  for  a  boycott  of  goods  pro¬ 
duced  by  Continental  Foods,  a  Belgian  sub¬ 
sidiary  of  Campbell’s.  The  company  recent¬ 
ly  fired  an  HIV-positive  employee,  accor¬ 
ding  to  De  Gay  Krant.  Continental  products 
include  sauces  made  by  Devos-Lemmons 
and  Godiva  chocolates. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

AIDS  info  in 
Columbia 

BOGOTA,  COLUMBIA  —  A  group  has 
formed  here  to  offer  educational  services, 
information  and  help  to  people  with  AIDS, 
those  who  have  tested  HIV-positive,  and 
people  at  risk  for  AIDS. 

Grupo  de  Ayuda  E  Informacion  (GA1), 
translated:  the  Gay  Help  and  Information 
Group,  also  maintains  contact  with  the  Col¬ 
umbian  press  to  provide  correct  information 
about  AIDS. 

GAI  has  already  presented  three 
30-minute  specials  on  Bogota’s  principal  TV 
station,  produced  articles  for  scientific  and 
medical  journals  as  well  as  audiovisual  and 
video  tapes  on  AIDS. 

GAI  includes'lesbians,  gay  men  and  non- 
gavs.  GAI  is  interested  in  receiving  material 
from  other  groups  and  individuals  who  pro¬ 
vide  help  and  information  services  to  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  concerning  AIDS.  Write 
to  Manuel  Antonio  Velandia  Mora,  Apdo. 
Aereo  25770,  Bogota  1,  Columbia. 

□  John  Hubert 

Tennessee 

contingent  keeps  the 
spirit 

NASHVILLE,  TN  —  A  turnout  of  sur¬ 
prising  magnitude  greeted  members  of  the 
Tennessee  Gay  and  Lesbian  Coalition 
(TGLC)  at  their  first  post-March  on 
Washington  meeting  on  Oct.  19.  Nearly  80 
people,  most  of  them  still  exuberant  from 
the  D.C.  experience,  crowded  the  meeting 
space  at  a  small  Nashville  tea  house.  At¬ 
tendees  recapped  fine  moments  from  the 
March  with  shared  anecdotes,  picture¬ 
swapping  and  the  resounding  cheer  of  a 
Tennessee  “How-dee!” 

Said  one  proud  Nashvillian,  “Tennessee 
was  the  belle  of  the  ball  in  D.C.  We  scared 


some  of  those  Northern  boys  to  death!” 

The  TGLG  has  been  active  intermittently 
since  1977,  but  never  before  had  long-time 
organizers  seen  a  gathering  of  such  size, 
diversity  and  energy.  In  addition  to  the 
10-15  regular  members,  the  meeting  drew 
performers  from  the  drag  community,  local 
university  lesbians,  members  of  Nashville’s 
newly-formed  People  with  AIDS  organiza¬ 
tion  and  radical  faeries  from  a  nearby  rural 
commune.  Many  were  evidently  moved  by 
their  first  experiences  of  lesbian/gay  unity. 
Veterans  of  1970s  gay  politics  in  Nashville 
expressed  awe  and  optimism  at  the  broad 
turnout,  and  a  sense  of  determination  about 
the  role  of  the  South  as  a  growing  force  in 
the  movement  for  lesbian/gay  liberation. 

The  TGLC  meets  biweekly,  publishes  a 
newsletter  and  has  formed  working  commit¬ 
tees  to  address  various  issues.  One  current 
agenda  priority  is  monitoring  and  respon¬ 
ding  to  media  representations  of  lesbians 
and  gay  men.  TGLC  members  have  become 
active  in  the  Jesse  Jackson  presidential  cam¬ 
paign  and  are  involved  in  other  political  ac¬ 
tion  and  lobbying  work.  Another  ongoing 
effort  in  Tennessee  is  the  attempt  to  repeal 
the  state  “crimes  against  nature”  anti¬ 
sodomy  law.  For  more  information  or  to 
receive  their  newsletter,  contact  TGLC  at 
P.O.  Box  24181,  Nashville,  TN,  37202. 

□  Elizabeth  Pinkus 

If  I  can’t  dance... 

SAO  PAULO  —  Janio  Quadros,  the 
mayor  of  Sao  Paulo  and  ex-President  of 
Brazil,  has  prohibited  homosexuals  from 
enrolling  in  the  Escuela  Municipal  de  Baile 
(Municipal  School  of  Dance). 

Quadros,  one  of  the  most  eccentric  per¬ 
sonalities  in  Brazilian  politics,  advised  the 
Director  of  the  School,  Mariana  Natal,  that 
“homosexuals  not  [be  allowed  to]  enter” 
and  recommended  that,  if  necessary,  she 
“call  in  the  Metropolitan  Police.” 

Natal,  Director  since  the  beginning  of 
June,  said  she  intends  to  comply  with  the 
mayor’s  order,  although  she  has  not  figured 
out  a  formula  to  identify  homosexuals,  male 
or  female,  according  to  New  York’s  El 
Diario-La  Prensa. 

The  Escuela  Municipal  de  Baile  currently 
has  about  a  thousand  students,  30  of  whom 
are  men.  One  gay  man,  who  asked  not  to  be 
identified,  told  the  Folha  de  Sao  Paulo  that 
he  intends  to  “fight  to  the  end  to  remain  in 
the  School.” 

□  John  Kyper 

Cops  claim  fetus 
murdered 

BOSTON  —  An  unborn  fetus  was  con¬ 
sidered  a  victim  of  vehicular  homicide  in  an 
accident  involving  a  minister  who  drove  a 
parade  float  into  a  crowd  of  onlookers. 

Rev.  Etanislao  Gonzalez,  46,  was  charged 
by  the  Boston  Police  Department  with  three 
counts  of  vehicular  homicide  when  the 
truck/float  he  was  driving  struck  and  killed 
a  10-year-old  girl  and  a  pregnant  woman, 
according  to  the  Boston  Globe. 

The  Right  to  Life  anti-abortion  move¬ 
ment  has  pushed  courts  for  years  to  consider 
unborn  fetuses  “individuals  with  rights.” 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Another  airline 
bummer 

ST.  LOUIS,  MO  —  A  TWA  plane  which 
carried  several  passengers  from  Los  Angeles 
who  were  going  to  the  Oct.  11  March  on 
Washington  was  “cleaned  out”  in  St.  Louis 
at  the  request  of  flight  attendants  worried 
about  AIDS. 

When  the  marchers  got  off  the  plane  to 
take  a  connecting  flight  to  Washington, 
D.C.,  flight  attendants,  who  had  learned  of 
the  travelers’  destination  during  the  first  leg 
of  the  trip,  asked  that  the  section  of  the 
plane  where  the  group  of  30  had  been  seated 
be  cleaned.  The  pilot  of  the  plane  agreed. 
The  St.  Louis  Post-Dispatch  quoted  TWA 
public  affairs  vice  president  Don  Morrison 
as  saying  “Magazines  and  newspapers  were 
picked  up;  pillows  and  blankets  were  taken 
off,  and  new  pillows  and  blankets  were 
brought  on  [the  plane].” 

Michael  McDermott  of  the  St.  Louis 
chapter  of  the  Independent  Federation  of 
Flight  Attendants,  which  represents  TWA’s 
flight  attendants,  said  the  section  of  the 
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plane  was  also  scrubbed  with  a  disinfectant, 
according  to  the  Post-Dispatch. 

“This  was  almost  a  panic  situation,  and  it 
was  unnecessary,”  said  McDermott.  “The 
company  has  taken  no  action  to  educate  its 
employees  about  AIDS.” 

□  Jennie  McKnight 


Graduate  dough  for 
dykes,  women 


COLLEGE  PARK,  MD  —  There’s 
money  out  there  for  Lesbian  Studies  and 
Women’s  Studies  students  doing  graduate 
work.  A  $500  scholarship  is  offered  for  a 
Lesbian  Studies  student  by  Naiad  Press  and 
the  National  Women’s  Studies  Association 
(NWSA).  Pergamon  Press  is  offering  $1000 
and  NWSA  $500  to  Women’s  Studies  grad¬ 
uate  students. 

Preference  for  all  awards  will  be  given  to 
NWSA  members  and  special  consideration 
for  the  Women’s  Studies  awards  will  be 
given  to  students  whose  research  addresses 
class  issues  and  issues  relevant  to  women  of 
color  or  Third  World  women.  The  applica¬ 
tion  deadline  for  all  awards  is  March  1, 
1988.  For  information,  contact  Caryn 
McTighe  Musil,  National  Director,  NWSA, 
University  of  Maryland,  College  Park,  MD 
20742;  (301)  454-3757. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 


VALUE 


trade  in 


Still  have  a  D.C. 
METRO  card  in 
your  wallet? 

MIAMI,  FL  —  The  Florida  PWA  (People 
With  AIDS)  Coalition  is  gathering 
Washington,  D.C.,  subway  fare  cards  left 
over  from  the  March  on  Washington.  The 
group  plans  to  convert  some  of  the  Metro 
cards  to  cash  and  to  provide  the  others  to 
PWAs  visiting  Washington  or  the  National 
Institutes  of  Health. 

“This  is  a  painless  way  for  people  to  help 
PWAs  help  themselves,”  said  Coalition 
coordinator  Jim  Merriam.  “If  enough  peo¬ 
ple  send  us  cards  with  fare  still  left  on  them, 
the  Coalition  will  be  able  to  expand  its  ef¬ 
forts  to  provide  educational  materials  to 
PWAs,”  Merriam  said. 

People  interested  in  donating  their  cards 
to  the  Coalition  should  mail  their  cards  to: 
Florida  PWA  Coalition,  13967  NE  2nd 
Ave.,  N. Miami,  Florida,  33161. 

□  Jim  Merriam 

Les/gay  vets  take 
note 

BOSTON  —  The  New  England  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Veteranf,  a  two-year-old  organiza¬ 
tion,  seeks  new  members.  In  paticular,  all 
veterans  who  received  other  than  honorable 
discharges  should  contact  the  group  to  begin 
to  upgrade  their  discharges.  There  are  aux¬ 
iliary  memberships  for  friends  of  veterans 
who  are  interested  in  belonging. 

Members  of  the  group  participated  in  a 
meeting  during  the  weekend  of  the  March 
on  Washington  with  organizations  from 
New  York,  Texas  and  California  to  lay 


groundwork  for  a  national  colition  of  gay 
and  lesbian  veterans.  Locally,  members 
have  marched  in  Boston,  Providence  and 
New  York  gay  pride  days  and  have  organiz¬ 
ed  social  outings.  Plans  for  the  future  in¬ 
volve  making  contact  with  older  veterans 
and  those  who  are  confined  to  Veterans  Ad¬ 
ministration  hospitals.  The  group  meets  on 
the  third  Tuesday  of  each  month;  the  next 
meeting  is  at  8:00  p.m.  at  the  Hill  House,  74 
Joy  St.,  Boston. 

□  Steven  Burke 

Who’s  that  girl? 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Those  following 
the  story  of  the  civil  disobedience  action 
held  at  the  Supreme  Court  two  days  after 
the  National  March  on  Washington  for  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Rights  will  be  interested  to 
know  that  some  of  the  over  600  queers  who 
got  busted  got  off  easier  than  others.  It 
seems  that  when  the  judges  and  commis¬ 
sioners  were  handing  out  the  sentences  to 
those  who  pleaded  guilty,  they  weren’t  par¬ 
ticular  about  the  names  and  addresses  peo¬ 
ple  gave.  Many  demonstrators  gave  fic¬ 
titious  names  and  addresses  in  hopes  of 
keeping  their  records  clean.  Since  many  peo¬ 
ple  who  pleaded  guilty  were  given  30  days  to 
pay  the  $50  fine,  those  who  gave  fake  names 
were  under  no  obligation  to  come  up  with 
the  money. 

One  such  lucky  demonstrator  was  Connie 
Lingus  (say  it  out  loud).  She  caused  much 
comic  relief  as  she  and  other  intrepid  pro¬ 
testers  were  shuffled  through  a  myriad  of 
holding  cells.  Each  time  her  name  was  called 
by  an  official,  giggles  broke  out  among  the 
jailed.  The  story  goes  that  Connie  made  it  all 
the  way  to  her  arraignment  without  being 
questioned  about  her  name.  In  fact,  the 
commissioner  presiding  over  her  hearing 
even  said  her  name  out  loud  and  looked  con¬ 
fused  when  those  present  in  the  courtroom 
tittered.  The  commissioner  sentenced  Con¬ 
nie  like  the  rest  of  her  comrades,  and  it 
wasn’t  until  several  minutes  later  that  she 
(the  commissioner)  finally  “got  it”  and 
cracked  up  laughing. 

Rumor  also  has  it  that  a  guy  named  Phil 
Atio  was  sentenced. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Safe  and  stylish 

VANCOUVER,  BC  —  Don’t  miss  the 
latest  in  leather  accessories  for  men.  It’s  a 
condom  case  which  can  be  worn  on  epaulets 
or  belt.  Send  a  buck  plus  a  donation  for  the 
Vancouver  PWA  Coalition  to  Mack’s 
Leathers,  P.O.  Box  76827,  Station  S,  Van¬ 
couver,  B.C.  V5R  5S7. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

NEWSNOTES 
COMPILED  BY 
jennie  Mcknight 


Gay- baiting  misses  mark 

Boston  election  gives  liberals  a  majority  on  City  Council 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON  —  Anti-lesbian  and  -gay  cam¬ 
paign  tactics  proved  unsuccessful  in  this 
year’s  local  elections.  The  ability  of  openly 
gay  City  Councilor  David  Scondras  and 
political  newcomer  Rosario  Salerno  to 
withstand  pre-election  attacks  has  resulted 
in  what  many  hope  will  be  a  more  progressive 
City  Council  here. 

Prior  to  the  Nov.  3  election,  the  Boston 
City  Council  was  split  7-6  between  conser¬ 
vatives  and  liberals.  Progressive  legislation, 
often  concerning  issues  of  housing  and  con¬ 
do  conversion,  frequently  lost  by  one  vote. 

Salerno  took  the  seat  formerly  occupied 
by  conservative  Joseph  Tierney,  who  made 
an  unsuccessful  bid  for  mayor.  Scondras, 
who  represents  District  8,  was  re-elected 
with  64  percent  of  the  vote.  Salerno  came  in 
third  among  the  four  candidates  elected  to 
at-large  seats. 

Not  really  an  ex-nun? 

Attacks  on  Salerno  began  shortly  after 
her  unexpectedly  strong  showing  in  the 
Sept.  22  primary.  Opponent  Joseph  Casper 
charged  Salerno  was  not  really  an  ex-nun 
or  an  Italian.  In  a  Boston  Herald  article 
Casper  claimed  that  Salerno  was  an  “ultra¬ 
liberal”  from  “the  fruit-loop  district  of  the 
city.” 

The  next  instance  of  gaybaiting  occurred 
in  the  form  of  a  flyer  distributed  throughout 
the  city  stating,  “Show  Your  Gay  Pride.” 
The  flyer,  which  was  made  to  look  as  if  it 
were  from  Salerno’s  campaign,  urged 
citizens  to  participate  in  the  Oct.  11  March 
on  Washington.  It  also  quoted  a  speech 
Salerno  made  at  a  walk-a-thon  for  lesbian 
and  gay  rights  sponsored  by  the  National 
Organization  for  Women.  The  quote  read, 
“Why  aren’t  there  thousands  of  US  out 
here?”  No  one  has  taken  responsibility  for 
distributing  the  flyers. 

In  response,  Salerno  has  declared  her 
heterosexuality  while  asserting  that  if  she 
were  a  lesbian  she  hopes  she  would  be  proud 
of  her  sexuality. 

Support  of  child  abuse  alleged 

Scondras  was  lambasted  by  a  Boston 
Herald  editorial  one  week  before  the 
primary.  (See  GCN,  Vol.  15,  No.  13.)The 
tirade  focused  on  the  membership  of  two 
Scondras  aides  in  the  Committee  for  Civil 
Liberties  and  Sexual  Freedom,  an  organiza¬ 
tion  which  calls  for  fair  treatment  of  all  par- 


Rosaria  Salerno 


ties  in  cases  where  sex  is  alleged  between  gay 
adults  and  minors.  The  Herald  editorial 
called  on  Scondras  to  fire  the  two  aides 
because  “there  is  no  place  on  a  public 
payroll  for  anyone  who  would  support  or 
protect  those  accused  of  abusing  children  in 
this  manner.” 

As  a  result  of  the  editorial,  the  two  aides, 
French  Wall  and  Gary  Dotterman,  were 
fired  by  the  City  Council.  The  Civil  Liber¬ 
ties  Union  of  Mass,  is  expected  to  announce  a  suit 
challenging  the  Council’s  actions. 

Will  Hutchinson,  chair  of  the  Greater 
Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Political  Alliance, 
said  he  was  elated  by  the  outcome  of  the 
elections.  Their  victories  make  it  clear  the 
“smear  campaigns  have  no  place”  in 
Boston,  said  Hutchinson.  Scondras’  and 
Salerno’s  election  can  be  attributed  to 
coalition-building  among  progressive  goups 

in  the  city,  he  added. 

*  *  * 

In  another  noteworthy  election  result,  a 
non-binding  referendum  regarding  housing 
and  military  spending  which  received  little 
publicity  was  passed  by  a  large  margin.  The 
referendum,  sponsored  by  Jobs  with  Peace, 
asked,  “Shall  the  city  council  and  mayor 
call  upon  Congress  to  fund  a  new  com¬ 
prehensive  $25  billion  program  for  affor¬ 
dable  housing,  to  be  funded  by  reductions  in 
military  spending?”  The  referendum  passed 
15,819  to  7074.  □ 


Too  close  to  call  on 
les/gay  rights  bill 

Delays  are  likely  to  plague  Massachusetts  legislation 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON  —  The  Massachusetts  lesbian 
and  gay  rights  bill  seems  as  close  to  passage 
as  it  has  in  its  15-year  history.  A  debate  on 
the  bill,  which  was  postponed  by  the  Senate 
on  November  5,  is  now  scheduled  for  Nov. 
9.  Further  delays  are  likely. 

The  postponement  to  Nov.  9  requested  by 
Sen.  Argeo  Paul  Cellucci  (R-Hudspn),  is  not 
a  major  setback,  according  to  Sen.  Sal¬ 
vatore  Albano  (D-Somerville),  a  supporter 
of  the  legislation.  According  to  Albano,  the 
opposition’s  readiness  to  use  delay  tactics 
signals  that  there  are  enough  votes  in  the 
Senate  to  pass  the  bill. 

Sen.  Michael  Barrett  (D-Cambridge),  also 
a  supporter,  was  less  confident,  saying  the 
bill  has  a  50-50  chance  of  becoming  law  this 
year.  He  also  noted  that  Cellucci,  who  asked 
for  the  delay,  is  a  supporter  of  the  bill. 
Cellucci  had  a  prior  engagement  for  the 
afternoon  of  November  5  and  asked  for  the 
delay  because  he  wanted  to  be  on  the  floor 
when  the  bill  came  up  for  debate,  said  Bar¬ 
rett.  Barrett  said  the  delay  was  granted  as  a 
matter  of  courtesy.  Cellucci  could  not  be 
reached  for  comment. 

Albano  said  opponents  could  attempt  to 
delay  a  Senate  vote  on  the  bill  for  an 
undetermined  amount  of  time.  Senate  Pres.- 
ident  William  Bulger  (D-Boston),  who  has 
ardently  opposed  the  legislation  in  past 
years,  has  the  power  to  stop  such  a  delay. 
Albano  said  he  thinks  Bulger  has  been  suc¬ 
cessfully  pressured  to  let  the  bill  come  to  a 
vote  by  Gov.  Michael  Dukakis. 

If  the  bill  passes  the  Senate  it  will  be  taken 
up  by  the  Committee  on  Third  Reading. 


Sen.  Arthur  Lewis  (D-Boston),  a  vocal  op¬ 
ponent  of  the  bill,  heads  that  committee. 
Lewis  was  quoted  in  the  Nov.  5  Boston 
Globe  as  saying,  “Put  it  this  way,  if  it  gets  to 
my  committee,  I’d  certainly  consider  us¬ 
ing  procedural  delays.”  The  Committee  on 
the  Third  Reading  can  delay  the  bill  for  as 
much  as  45  days.  Once  it  gets  out  of  that 
committee,  the  Senate  must'  vote  again  on 
the  bill. 

Senators'  are  being  pressured  to  vote 
against  the  bill  by  right  wing  organizers  and 
fundamentalist  ministers.  As  chief  sponsor 
of  the  bill,  Sen.  Royal  Bolling,  Sr. 
(D-Boston),  left  the  Senate  Chambers  on 
November  5  he  was  accosted  by  a  group  of 
fundamentalists  who  said  the  lesbian  and 
gay  rights  bill  would  be  detrimental  to  the 
YMCA  and  the  Boy  Scouts. 

On  November  4  a  group  of  fundamen¬ 
talist  Christians  “prayed”  for  lesbians  and 
gay  men  and  the  bill’s  defeat  at  Boston’s 
Park  Street  Church.  Following  their  prayer 
they  lobbied  senators  at  the  State  House. 

Arline  Issacson  of  the  Massachusetts  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Political  Caucus  stressed  that 
it  is  crucial  for  supporters  of  the  bill  to  call 
their  senators  as  soon  as  possible. 

This  is  the  fifteenth  year  that  a  lesbian  and 
gay  rights  bill  has  been  introduced  in  the 
state  legislature.  The  bill  lost  by  one  vote  in 
the  Senate  in  1983.  In  1985  the  bill  lost  badly 
in  the  House.  This  defeat  was  attributed  to 
sensationalist  media  coverage  of  lesbian  and 
gay  foster  parents.  In  May  of  this  year  the 
bill  passed  the  House  by  a  comfortable 
margin.  □ 


Black  leaders  address 
AIDS  funding  issues 

Discussions  by  feds  is  forthcoming ,  even  if  money  is  not 


By  Craig  G.  Harris 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  About  20 
representatives  of  Black  civic,  professional, 
and  religious  organizations  met  at  Howard 
University  Hospital  on  October  29  for  a 
Black  leadership  forum  on  AIDS.  The 
forum  was  conducted  by  the  U.S.  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Health  and  Human  Services, 
through  the  Public  Health  Service  and  the 
Centers  for  Disease  Control  (CDC).  This 
meeting,  one  in  a  series  of  ten  held 
throughout  the  nation  during  the  month  of 
October,  was  designed  to  provide  the  CDC 
with  effective  techniques  for  reaching  the 
Black  community  with  accurate  and  current 
information  about  AIDS  transmission  and 
prevention. 

In  her  opening  remarks,  Stephanie  Lee- 
Miller,  Assistant  Secretary  for  Public  Af¬ 
fairs  for  the  U.S.  Department  of  Health  and 
Human  Services,  presented  an  overview  of 
topics  to  be  discussed.  These  included  the 
federal  government’s  response  to  the  AIDS 
crisis  in  communities  of  color,  discrimina¬ 
tion  and  funding  concerns,  and  the  Black 
community’s  perceived  readiness  to  receive 
AIDS  risk  reduction/health  promotion 
messages.  Lee-Miller  assured  the  par¬ 
ticipants,  who  represented  such  groups  as 
the  National  Urban  League,  the  NAACP, 
the  National  Council  of  Negro  Women,  and 
the  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
that  Surgeon  General  C.  Everett  Koop, 
Secretary  of  Health  and  Human  Services 
Otis  R.  Bowen  and  CDC  Director  James 
Mason  are  aware  of  the  particular  AIDS 
education  and  service  delivery  needs  of 
Blacks  and  Latinos. 

Among  federal  outreach  activities  cited 
by  Lee-Miller  were  three  press  breakfasts  at¬ 
tended  by  members  of  the  mainstream  and 
Black  press  where  “the  issue  of  the  minority 
dimension  was  addressed.”  Lee-Miller  also 
spoke  of  a  meeting  convened  on  October  28 
in  Nashville,  Tenn.  at  which  Secretary 
Bowen  addressed  the  students  and  faculty  of 
Maharry,  Fisk,  and  Vanderbilt  Colleges. 

Another  example  of  federal  support  for 
HIV  infection  intervention  in  communities 
of  color  was  the  funding  of  a  one-hour 
television  documentary  entitled  “AIDS  in 
the  Black  Community”  and  produced  by 
Black  Entertainment  Television.  Lee-Miller 
told  forum  participants  that  BET  was 
selected  because  it  demonstrated  expertise  in 
reaching  a  large  Black  cable  audience, 
especially  young  people  who  need  to  receive 
culturally  sensitive  information  on  how  to 
protect  themselves  from  HIV  infection. 

Lee-Miller  applauded  BET’s  work, 
noting  the  Public  Health  Service  had  defer¬ 
red  to  the  contractor’s  judgment  despite 
fears  that  producers  were  being  “too  dar¬ 
ing”  in  “allowing  the  gay  and  bisexual 
Black  community’s  views  to  be  aired.”  She 
added  that  there  is  “a  higher  incidence  of 
homosexual  men  and  women  than  we  may 


want  to  acknowledge.”  Referring  to  the 
numbers  of  Black  gay  men  as  a  tragedy 
which  could  be  remedied  in  the  future,  she 
said,  “We  have  to  go  out  there,  get  these 
young  boys  and  try  to  deal  with  it.” 

Lee-Miller’s  statements  raised  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  why  Rev.  Renee  McCoy,  Executive 
Director  of  the  National  Coalition  of  Black 
Lesbians  and  Gays,  had  not  been  notified  of 
the  leadership  forum.  Valsin  Marmillion  of 
Hunt  Marmillion  Associates,  a  Los  Angeles 
firm  which  had  been  contracted  to  facilitate 
the  meeting,  confessed  that  the  oversight 
was  due  to  his  company’s  lack  of  awareness 
of  the  organization,  despite  the  fact  that 
NCBLG  has  worked  closely  with  staff 
members  of  both  the  CDC  and  the  Office  of 
Minority  Health  in  the  past. 

Lee-Miller  spoke  also  of  what  she  termed 
“the  minoritization  of  AIDS,”  referring  to 
possible  funding  cuts  as  a  result  of  the 
perception  that  AIDS  is  becoming  an  illness 
affecting  people  of  color.  Citing  future 
funding  losses  as  a  major  fear  in  the  Black 
community,  she  explained  to  participants 
that  she  is  “not  concerned  that  the  money 
will  dry  up  if  the  rqinority  issue  is  more  em¬ 
phasized.” 

According  to  Lee-Miller,  “the  Black 
community  is  much  more  prepared  to  deal 
with  AIDS  now  than  20  or  even  ten  years 
ago.”  She  reasoned,  however,  that  the  slow 
response  of  the  Black  community  to  AIDS 
could  be  attributed  to  feeling  that  “the 
Black  community  has  enough  problems, 
don’t  lay  AIDS  on  us.” 

While  she  did  not  cite  any  risk-reduction 
intervention  models  for  Black  gay /bisexual 
men,  Lee-Miller  did  inform  participants 
that  the  National  Institute  of  Drug  Abuse 
(NIDA)  is  about  to  launch  an  AIDS  preven¬ 
tion  media  campaign  targeting  IV  drug 
users,  their  partners,  and  teenagers.  This 
campaign  will  emphasize  the  use  of 
billboards,  posters,  radio,  and  point-of- 
purchase  locations  to  reach  alienated 
populations.  Lee-Miller  also  stated  that 
“using  and  involving  former  IV  drug  users  is 
an  essential  part  of  reaching  this 
population.” 

Regarding  prevention  interventions  for 
heterosexual  females,  Lee-Miller  asked, 
“How  do  we  get  Black  women  to  ask  ques¬ 
tions  before  they  go  to  bed  with  a  man?” 
She  stressed  this  point  more  than  the  issue  of 
promoting  widespread  condom  usage 
among  sexually  active  women. 

Herbert  Nickens,  M.D.,  M.S.,  Director 
of  the  Office  of  Minority  Health  of  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Human  Services, 
spoke  about  the  creation  of  that  office  near¬ 
ly  two  years  ago,  at  a  time  when  six  major 
causes  of  death  (including  cancer,  heart 
disease,  and  homicide)  among  Blacks  were 
the  office’s  primary  areas  of  concentration. 

Continued  on  page  6 


AIDS  fund-runner  returns 


Brent  Nicholson  Earle  ends  his  historic  American  Run  to  End  AIDS  (A.R.E.A.).  The  runner  began  his  trek  to 
"unify  the  country”  around  AIDS  on  March  I,  1986.  Since  then  his  10,000  mile  run  has  raised  over  $300,000 
for  local  AIDS  groups  and  the  National  AIDS  Network.  He  visited  85  cities  in  34  states.  He  is  shown  here  at 
his  homecoming  rally  in  New  York  City,  which  was  attended  by  about  2,000  well-wishers. 
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COMMUNITY  VOICES 


Old  Volunteers  and  New 

Retreat  Into  the  Woods 

Nov.  21-22 

All  GCN  volunteers  (proofreaders,  writers,  Friday 
night  stuffers,  layout  crew,  prisoner  project  helpers, 
office  workers,  computer  committee  members,  etc.) 
are  invited  to  join  the  staff  and  board  for  our  first  an¬ 
nual  retreat.  We’ll  be  hanging  out  Saturday  night 
November  21  and  Sunday  November  22  until  6 
p.m.  at  Packard  Manse,  a  huge  house  with  wooded 
grounds  about  30  minutes  from  Boston. 

We  will  talk  about  GCN,  eat  great  food,  and  get  to 
know  one  another  better.  (Don't  miss  the  Saturday 
night  video  party).  Topics  for  discussion  include: 

•  news  and  features  ideas— do  we  set  up  news 
bureaus  around  the  country  (an  old  idea)!  what  kind 
of  AIDS  coverage  do  we  want!  do  we  want  fiction  and 
poetry  in  the  paper! 

•  special  projects— a  1 5th  year  anthology  and  a  class 
supplement 

•  the  role  of  volunteers  at  the  paper  and  in 
decision-making 

•  long-term  visions— what  do  we  want  the  paper  to 
be  in  five  years?  why  are  we  always  struggling  financial¬ 
ly? 


Use  the  retreat  as  a  chance  to  get  away,  as  well  as 
to  get  into  GCN;  the  house  is  large  and  cozy 
(fireplace,  piano,  lots  of  beds)  and  the  grounds  are 
beautiful.The  cost  is  $  1 5/person,  to  pay  Packard 
Manse. 

There  is  plenty  of  room,  so  bring  a  friend.  No  car! 
No  problem,  since  we'll  be  car-pooling.  Busy  Saturday 
night!  Come  at  least  for  the  day  Sunday.  We  want 
your  company  and  your  input. 

Call  as  soon  as  possible  to  join  in:  426-4469. 


GCN  welcomes  all  letters  to  the  editor  ex¬ 
cept  personal  attacks.  Carbon  copies  of  let¬ 
ters  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a  space- 
available  basis.  The  opinions  expressed  here 
are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not  intended 
to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  member¬ 
ship.  Letters  must  be  TYPED,  DOUBLE¬ 
SPACED  AND  NO  LONGER  THAN 
THREE  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices,  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116. 


Outrageous  omission 

Dear  GCN : 

On  March  11,  1987,  nearly  half  a  million 
people  marched  on  Washington,  D.C.  for 
gay  and  lesbian  rights.  This  was  arguably 
one  of  the  largest  civil  rights  demonstrations 
since  the  founding  of  our  country. 

Both  major  national  magazines, 
Newsweek  and  Time,  ignored  this  historic 
event.  Time  magazine  offered  absolutely  no 
coverage  and  Newsweek  included  only  a 
single-sentence  quip  in  the  highly  facetious 
“Overheard”  section. 

We  urge  all  of  your  readers  to  protest  this 
outrageous  omission  by  writing  the  editors 
of  both  magazines: 

Newsweek 

444  Madison  Ave. 

New  York,  NY  10022 

Time 

Time  and  Life  Bldg. 

Rockefeller  Center 

New  York,  NY  10020 

Letters  to  these  editors  should  include  the 
writer’s  full  name,  address  and  home 
telephone. 

Sincerely, 
Joyce  Collier 
Don  Eunson,  Jr. 

■  Diana  Gil-Passolas 

Boston,  MA 

It  seems  I  have  no  choice 

Dear  GCN: 

Yes,  I  received  your  sample  copy.  And  I 
just  can’t  wait  until  I  start  getting  it.  I  would 
like  to  hear  from  some  of  your  penpals  too. 
I  was  reading  a  copy  from  an  inmate  here 
and  it  was  very  meaningful.  It  has  a  lot  of 
truth.  Plus  some  of  the  news  articles  plus  the 
health  news  really  helps  a  gay  person  out  a 
lot.  And  there  are  stories  that  really  touch 
the  heart.  1  mean  1  spent  the  whole  day 
reading  it.  And  you  know  I  had  to  read  it 
over  and  over.  1  didn’t  want  to  put  it  down. 
So  please  rush  me  a  copy. 


There  isn’t  much  I  can  do  for  you  now 
because  I’m  in  prison  and  bearly  making  it 
on  what  my  mother  is  sending  me.  And  she’s 
taking  care  of  my  to  sons.  And  I  really  hate 
asking  her  for  money.  But  it  seems  I  have  no 
choice.  So  you  see  I  would  like  to  help  you  in 
any  way  that  I  can  but  for  the  time  being  I 
will  give  you  my  blessing  and  hope  that  you 
will  keep  up  the  good  work. 

Also  I  would  like  to  know  some  of  the 
other  prisoners  that  are  in  the  same  boat  that 
I’m  in. 

Thank  you, 
Renee  Dorch 
607807  (Box  617) 
—  P.O.  Box  8540 

Pembroke  Pines,  FL  33024 


Not  good  enough  for  Nevada 

Dear  GCN: 

I  was  sentenced  to  2  six-year  sentences  for 
sex  with  under  18  year-olds.  (One  was  17  Vi.) 
I  did  a  full  3  years  10  months  to  clean  up  my 
first  6  year  sentence. 

In  Nov.  of  1986  I  started  my  second  6 
years  and  in  Jan.  of  1987  I  went  before  the 
parole  board  with  6  years  of  no  write  ups 
[disciplinary  reports,  etc.].  I  had  worked  as 
an  inmate  psych  attendant,  started  an  oc¬ 
cupational  therapy  room  at  no  cost  to  the 
state,  and  was  head  attendant  at  our 
hospital  for  3  years.  I  went  before  the  psych 
and  received  his  highest  evaluation  to  make 
a  success  on  the  street.  My  consellor  recom¬ 
mended  parole  as  did  the  warden. 

I  had  2  parole  plans  set  up  with  places  to 
live,  one  in  Reno  and  one  in  Georgia.  I  did 
not  lie  to  the  Board  when  I  was  asked  if  I 
would  recommit  my  crime.  I  stated  that  to 
the  best  of  my  knowledge  I  would  not. 

This  was  not  good  enough  for  Nevada. 
Now  I  will  be  released  in  July  of  1989,  with 
no  one  to  watch  what  I  do  or  where  I  go.  If 
you  can  use  this  to  show  how  parole  boards 
act,  please  do  so,  ok. 

A  two-time  loser, 
Bernard  ‘Pat’  Doran 
Unit  4  —  K  wing  —  17087 
_  PO  Box  7000 

■  Carson  City,  NV  89702 

Taking  my  right  to  live 

Dear  GCN: 

I’m  reaching  out  again  for  your  support 
in  preventing  the  administration  here  from 
taking  all  my  rights  and  ultimately  my  right 
to  continue  to  live. 

I  was  placed  in  a  cell  with  someone  who 
hated  gays  and  was  attacked  by  him  even¬ 
tually.  When  I  asked  to  be  transfered,  they 
just  put  me  somewhere  else  with  another 
cellmate  who  attacked  me.  When  I  defended 
myself,  they  placed  me  in  “protection” 
[isolation]. 

Now  they  want  to  put  me  in  another 
dangerous  situation,  near  where  an  earlier 
attacker  is  celled.  They  know  this  perfectly 
well,  of  course.  I  have  requested  ‘protective 
custody  status  in  CCR-lockdown’  and  the 
officials  have  refused  to  hear  me.  I  am  seek¬ 
ing  some  outside  support  (they  don’t  like  at¬ 
tention  here;  outside  contact  helps  keep 
prisoners  from  simply  ‘disappearing’). 

Please  send  letters  of  concern  and  protest 
to  these  people  demanding  that  steps  be  taken 
to  ensure  my  safety:  C.  P.  Phelps,  Sec. 
Dept,  of  Corrections  (that  is,  the  dept, 
that’s  in  NEED  of  corrections),  Box  94304, 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70804;  with  a  copy  to 
Warden  Hilton  Butler,  La.  State  Pen., 
Angola,  LA  70712. 

Your  letters  of  moral  support  and  words 
of  encouragement  are  more  than  welcome. 
I’m  confined  to  a  cell  for  23/2-24  hours  a 
day. 

[A  letter  has  also  come  to  GCN  from 
Israel’s  friend  inside  Nyati  Bolt,  in  which  he 
says:  “. . .  When  Israel  was  around  there 
were  moments  for  smiles,  jokes  etc.  to  keep 
the  spirit  at  an  all  time  high.  Just  his 
presence  did  that  for  me,  and  vice  versa.  We 
are  like  two  peas  in  a  pod,  and  don’t  need 
much  room  in  there  either  . . .  ”] 

Israel  Perkins 

_  107208,  CBD — 4,  Main  Prison 

Angola,  LA  70712 


Cast  in  bronze,  not  in  Visa 

Dear  GCN: 

I’m  writing  in  response  to  Mr.  Sasha 
Alyson  of  Boston  and  the  people  who  have 
been  destroying  their  Visa  Credit  cards. 

Although  I  have  considered  cutting  up  my 
Visa  card,  it  has  been  for  other,  more  ob¬ 
vious  reasons.  Because  some  U.S.  Olympic 
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SUSTAIN  GCN 


And  yourself  and  your  community. 
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and  letters  inform  you,  entertain  you,  and  activate  you. 

Join  over  75  Sustainers  nationwide  who  have  pledged  to  support  a 
special  GCN  project,  and  to  play  a  vital  role  in  keeping  GCN  alive. 
And  kicking. 

Here’s  how  it  works.  Pledge  SI 20  or  more/year  (current  pledges 
range  from  S 1 20-2500/year.  (That's  as  little  as  $  10/month!)  You  can 
send  your  pledge  all  at  once,  or  in  installments  throughout  the  year, 
preceded  by  GCN’s  friendly  reminders.  Your  1987  pledge  is  ear¬ 
marked  to  cover  some  of  the  cost  of  our  recent  move  (think  of  it  as 
a  rent  party  that  lasts  all  year).  In  addition,  we  hope  to  raise  enough 
Sustainer  money  to  purchase  a  stat  camera,  a  piece  of  equipment 
which  will  greatly  reduce  our  weekly  production  costs. 

In  return,  we’ll  send  you: 

•  a  year’s  subscription  to  GCN 

•  two  complimentary  12-week  subscriptions  for  friends,  lovers, 
family,  co-workers,  your  boss... 


•  an  invitation  to  our  annual  Sustainer  Party  bash,  hosted  by  GCN’s 
board  of  directors 

•  our  love  and  appreciation  for  supporting  the  country's  oldest  gay 
and  lesbian  newsweekly. 

All  you  have  to  do  to  sustain  GCN  and  your  community  is  fill  out 
this  coupon.  Then,  sit  back  and  see  how  good  you  feel. 
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□  one  □  two  □  three  □  four  installments 

Enclosed  is  my/our  first  tax  deductible  pledge  of  $ _ 

Name _ 

Address  _ _ _ _ _ _ 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


Reread  gay  and  labor  history 
and  support  Dotterman  and 


committee  members,  and  some  judge  decide 
the  word  “Olympic”  could  not  be  used  for 
the  Gay  Games  doesn’t  make  the  Olympics 
themselves  a  bad  charity  or  event.  The 
Olympics  are,  in  my  opinion,  a  very  worth¬ 
while  charity.  I  have  a  gay  friend  who  had 
the  thrilling  experience  of  representing  our 
country  in  the  Olympics  and  it  is  something 
that  we  are  very  proud  of. 

Also,  something  MUST  be  said  about  the 
valiant  efforts  on  the  part  of  Visa  (and 
Mastercard)  for  their  new  program  of  put¬ 
ting  money  into  the  needing  arms  of  charity, 
instead  of  the  full  pockets  of  big  business. 
This,  to  me,  is  amazing  and  something  I 
thought  1  would  only  see  happen  in  my 
wildest  dreams!  This  is  a  project  to  be  ap¬ 
plauded  rather  than  discouraged. 

I  will  also  never  forget  the  proud  moment 
in  history,  The  Gay  Games.  1  was  able  to 
participate  by  singing  with  the  S.  F.  Gay 
Men’s  Chorus  for  the  closing  ceremony. 

As  for  Mr.  Alyson’s  plan  for  a  sculpture 
made  of  the  destroyed  cards.  .  .Methinks 
Tom  Waddell  would  look  much  better  cast 
in  bronze  and  standing  in  a  Muni  [San  Fran¬ 
cisco  subway]  station  somewhere! 

■  Tom  Sims 

Guerneville,  CA 

Keep  Pilgrim  shut  down 

Dear  GCN: 

The  Pilgrim  nuclear  plant  is  not  only  an 
unreliable  source  of  power,  it  is  also  an  ex¬ 
pensive  liability  to  both  its  customers  and 
Boston  Edison.  It  should  never  be  allowed 
to  reopen. 

Pilgrim  contributes  only  4%  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts’  electric  peak  demand,  when  it- 
operates,  yet  it  produces  most  of  Massachu¬ 
setts’  high  level  power  plant  nuclear  waste. 
Since  1972,  all  of  Pilgrim’s  waste  has  been 
stored  on  site  in  Plymouth,  making  it  a  high 
level  nuclear  waste  dump  that  will  be 
radioactive  for  thousands  of  years.  Does 
Boston  Edison  manage  its  so-called  “tem¬ 
porary”  nuclear  waste  storage  pools  the 
same  way  it  manages  the  rest  of  Pilgrim? 

Currently  we  are  working  to  collect 
50,525  voter  signatures  by  this  November 
18,  in  order  to  place  a  binding  referendum 
question  on  the  November  1988  Massachu¬ 
setts  ballot.  The  question  effectively  asks: 
Why  should  the  Pilgrim  nuclear  plant  and 
Yankee  Atomic  in  Rowe  be  allowed  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  produce  high  level  toxic  nuclear 
waste  when  there  is  no  known  method  of 
safely  disposing  nuclear  waste? 

Saying  it  was  one  of  the  worst  run  nuclear 
plants  in  the  country,  18  months  ago  the 
Nuclear  Regulatory  Commission  —  a 
staunch  supporter  of  nuclear  energy  —  forc¬ 
ed  Pilgrim  to  shut  down.  To  date,  it  has  cost 
over  $130  million  for  replacement  power 
costs  which  are  being  passed  on  to  custom¬ 
ers  and  are  reflected  by  higher  electric  bills. 
Does  that  mean  Pilgrim  should  come  on  line 
soon?  No  way.  According  to  the  company’s 
Mass.  Department  of  Public  Utilities  filings, 
capital  additions  since  1972  have  cost  three 
times  Pilgrim’s  original  price  tag.  Pilgrim’s 
actual  on  line  time  since  1972  is  only  50% 
and  dropping,  necessitating  expensive 
replacement  power. 

Boston  Edison  made  a  profit  of  $105  mil¬ 
lion  in  1986.  What  happens  if  the  Mass. 
Department  of  Public  Utilities  determines 
Pilgrim  was  mismanaged  and  orders  Boston 
Edison  to  refund  to  customers  all  Pilgrim’s 
replacement  power  cost? 

The  company  recently  spent  $30  million 
on  so-called  “improvements’*'to  its  contain¬ 
ment  structure,  including  a  venting  system 
that  would  release  radioactive  gases  to  the 
atmosphere  to  reduce  pressure  in  the  reactor 
should  it  overheat.  Saying  the  fix  is  worse 
than  the  flaw,  the  Nuclear  Regulatory 
Commission  has  not  approved  the  work. 
Boston  Edison  has  essentially  abandoned 
the  controversial  venting  system  and  refuell¬ 
ed.  If  Pilgrim  has  such  a  strong  contain¬ 
ment,  why  is  such  a  venting  system 
necessary? 

And  what  about  the  high  incidence  of 
cancer  and  leukemia  in  towns  surrounding 
Pilgrim?  Saying  there  is  no  connection  bet¬ 
ween  such  diseases  and  Pilgrim  is  like  the 
tobacco  industry  insisting  there  is  no 
evidence  that  tobacco  smoking  causes 
cancer. 

Finally,  if  you  ran  a  business  the  way 
Boston  Edison  manages  Pilgrim  and,  unlike 
Boston  Edison,  you  weren’t  a  regulated 
monopoly  that’s  guaranteed  a  profit  and 
tries  to  force  its  customers  to  pay  for  its 
mismanagement,  how  long  would  you  be  in 


business? 

I  strongly  urge  Massachusetts  voters  to 
sign  the  nuclear  referendum  petition. 

Gerard  J.  Londergan 
Campaign  To  Stop  Nuclear  Waste 
179  C  Samoset  Ave 
Hull,  Mass  02045 

Blatant  disregard  for  the  first 
amendment 

GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter  sent  by 
the  Alliance  to  Boston  City  Councillors 
Bolling,  Hennigan-Casey  and  lanella. 

Dear  GCN: 

This  is  to  provide  an  explanation  for  the 
recent  decision  of  the  Greater  Boston  Les¬ 
bian/Gay  Political  Alliance  Victory  Fund  to 
rescind  its  endorsement  of  your  candidacy 
in  the  November  3,  1987  election.  Because 
you  have  been  a  longstanding  and  highly 
valued  friend  of  our  community,  you  de¬ 
serve  to  know  why  our  membership  took 
this  unprecedented  action. 

We  were  deeply  shocked  and  dismayed  by 
the  September  30,  1987  firings  of  two  gay 
staff  aides  to  gay  City  Councillor  David 
Scondras.  In  the  first  place,  the  City  Council 
broke  its  own  rules  to  fire  these  aides. 
Everyone  recognizes  that  Councillors  have 
the  right  to  choose  their  own  staff.  This  is 
official  Council  policy,  as  well  as  a  basic  re¬ 
quirement  of  fair  play.  Scondras  made  it 
quite  clear  that  he  did  not  wish  these  aides 
fired.  And  yet  the  Council  overreached  to 
deprive  Scondras  of  this  prerogative.  We 
cannot  escape  the  impression  that  gays  and 
lesbians  are  subject  to  a  different  set  of  rules 
at  City  Hall. 

Second,  we  object  to  the  blatant  disregard 
for  First  Amendment  rights  evident  in  the 
Council  action.  It  is  apparent  that  the  Coun¬ 
cil  did  not  seek  the  advice  of  counsel  on  the 
constitutional  ramifications  of  discharging 
employees  based  on  their  private  political 
associations.  We  have  consulted  attorneys, 
who  advise  that  such  a  step  is  absolutely 
unconstitutional.  As  an  organization 
devoted  to  the  cause  of  human  rights  and 
civil  liberties,  we  hold  the  First  Amendment 
especially  dear.  It  pains  us  when  our  friends 
do  not. 

Third,  we  are  troubled  by  how  readily  the 
Council  succumbed  to  a  homophobic  smear 
campaign  by  the  Boston  Herald.  It  should 
be  obvious  to  all  but  the  most  naive  that  the 
Herald  has  been  gaybaiting  Councillor 
Scondras  on  the  issue  of  his  aides’  private 
associations.  You  must  recognize  that  the 
pages  of  the  Herald  have  been  filled  with 
homophobic  poison  of  late.  (Just  read  the 
September  25,  1987  Howie  Carr  column  on 
the  “Chaps”  relocation  if  you  have  any 
doubts.)  Rather  than  stand  with  your  friend 
and  ally  in  the  face  of  such  an  attack,  you 
acceded  to  the  Herald' s  homophobic  posi¬ 
tion.  This  we  find  particularly  troubling. 

We  agree  that  the  question  of  sex  between 
adults  and  minors  is  not  a  gay /lesbian  issue. 
Nor  will  we  take  up  this  cause  under  the  ban¬ 
ner  of  lesbian/gay  rights.  We  strongly  feel 
that  that  issue  has  no  place  in  the  current 
debate.  We  wish  that  your  September  30 
vote  had  reflected  consideration  of  the  rele¬ 
vant  issues  —  the  First  Amendment  and  sup¬ 
port  for  a  friend  and  colleague.  Instead,  you 
focused  on  a  red  herring  injected  into  the 
debate  by  a  newspaper  bent  on  gaybashing. 

We  take  your  action  so  seriously  that  we 
cannot  endorse  your  candidacy  in  the  up¬ 
coming  election.  Even  so,  we  do  appreciate 
your  past,  exemplary  support  for  gay/les¬ 
bian  rights.  We  will  work  to  rebuild  that 
support  in  the  future. 

We  would  appreciate  the  opportunity  to 
discuss  this  matter  further.  We  would  be 
willing  to  call  a  special  meeting  of  our 
membership,  if  you  wish  to  address  them 
prior  to  the  election.  Or  we  could  arrange  to 
have  leaders  of  our  organization  sit  down 
with  you  at  your  convenience.  Either  way,  a 
dialogue  would  be  a  constructive  step  to¬ 
ward  resolving  the  issues  which  face  us. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  J.  Hutchinson 
Alliance  Chair 
Boston,  MA 


Wall 

By  Gerry  Scoppettuolo 

I  remember  doing  the  first  New  England 
mailing  for  the  March  on  Washington 
almost  a  year  ago  with  Gary  Dotterman. 
One  can  only  guess  how  many  mailings 
Gary  worked  on,  for  how  many  causes  and 
over  how  many  decades.  Few  people  I  know 
take  as  much  joy  in  the  details  of  gay  rights 
organizing  as  Gary  Dotterman.  As  a  na¬ 
tional  board  member  of  the  March  on 
Washington,  a  certified  Coors-basher,  and 
a  long-time  champion  of  the  United  Farm¬ 
workers  and  other  working  and  poor  peo¬ 
ple,  Gary  never  went  for  the  headlines.  The 
only  press  I’ve  known  him  to  care  for  are 
news  stories  announcing  the  latest  gay 
rights  victory  or  newest  coalition  to  come 
on  the  scene.  Therefore  it  is  a  kind  of  poetic 
injustice  that  Gary  and  French  Wall  should 
be  terminated  from  their  jobs  with  David 
Scondras  by  the  Boston  Herald' s  recent 
smear  job. 

If  any  action  since  the  instigation  of  the 
Massachusetts  foster  care  policy  served  to 
demonstrate  the  vulnerability  of  the  les¬ 
bian/gay  community  to  the  organized 
repressive  mechanisms  of  the  State,  it  is  the 
recent  termination  of  my  friends  Gary  Dot¬ 
terman  and  French  Wall  from  their  posi¬ 
tions  as  aides  to  City  Councillor  David 
Scondras.  As  hurtful  and  insulting  as  this 
is,  a  greater  harm  will  be  done  our  cause  if 
we  do  not  mount  an  organized  fight  against 


the  perpetrators  and  if  we  do  not  draw 
lessons  about  where  our  movement  is  going 
and  what  constitutes  real  liberation  for  us. 

I  am  tempted  to  list  all  the  services  and 
acts  of  coalition-building  accomplished  by 
Gary  Dotterman  in  the  years  I  have  known 
him,  but  I  want  to  resist  that  temptation.  1 
fear  that  an  inference  would  be  drawn  that 
one  should  support  Gary  because  his  many 
contributions  to  lesbian/gay  rights 
outweigh  some  lapse  of  judgment  in 
deciding  to  support  a  civil  rights  cause 
which  the  Herald  deems  “unpopular.”  Let 
us  dispense  with  such  backdoor  forms  of 
support  immediately;  Gary  and  French 
were  fired  because  David  Scondras’  office 
and  the  work  that  it  does  was  becoming  too 
effective. 

Who  knows  what  “offense”  really 
generated  the  witch-hunt?  Was  it  the  for¬ 
mation  of  the  Human  Rights  Ordinance 
that  protects  our  rights  to  housing  and 
employment?  Was  it  the  commitment  by 
the  Boston  Police  Department  to  hire  gay 
officers?  Was  it  the  uncompromising 
defense  of  tenant’s  rights  for  alt  Bosto¬ 
nians?  Or  was  it  (and  this  is  my  theory)  the 
recent  blows  against  the  Coors  Brewery  in¬ 
terests?  For  I  believe  that  the  gay/labor 
coalition  put  together  by  Gary  Dotterman, 
Dave  Scondras,  Local  26  of  the  Hotel 
Workers  and  others,  which  kicked  Coors 
beer  out  of  Fenway,  is  the  ultimate  act  of 
gay  power  which  proved  to  the  Dapper 
O’Neils,  Jim  Kelleys,  and  the  U.S.  At¬ 
torney’s  office  that  something  had  to  be 
done  about  those  queers.  When  Coors 
finally  signed  an  agreement  with  the  AFL- 
CIO  to  end  the  boycott,  Gary  Dotterman 
should  have  been  present  to  sign  that  piece 
of  paper. 

The  plain  fact  is  that  the  work  coming 
out  of  Scondras’  office  was  beginning  to 
threaten  some  very  big  boys  —  Coors,  the 
Boston  developers  (so  well  taken  care  of  by 
City  Councilor  Jimmy  Kelley),  and  the 
Catholic  Church  (which  had  to  swallow  the 
Boston  Human  Rights  Ordinance)....  And 
how  better  to  remove  this  threat  than  to 
utilize  the  vast  resources  of  societal  sexual 
repression,  ably  whipped  up  by  followers  of 
Lyndon  LaRouche,  the  Ed  Meese  Justice 
Department,  the  bourgeois  press,  Boston 
Herald,  and  the  Catholic  Church? 

If  joining  the  Committee  for  Civil  Liber¬ 
ties  and  Sexual  Freedom  means  the 
forfeiture  of  our  employment  rights,  then 


we,  as  a  movement,  are  called  upon  to  draw 
a  line  in  the  sand  about  what  is  acceptable 
and  what  we  just  won’t  abide.  There  will  be 
those  who  cannot  accept  man-boy  love, 
BUT  THERE  IS  NOTHING  IN  THE 
COMMITTEE’S  STATEMENT  OF  PUR¬ 
POSE  THAT  REQUIRES  THEM  TO  DO 
SO. 

If  anyone  cannot  recognize  a  red  herring 
when  one  so  utterly  stinks  up  the  heavens, 
then  we  need  to  read  our  gay  history  over 
again  —  and  our  labor  history,  for  gay¬ 
baiting  is  a  convenient  stand-in  for  the  red¬ 
baiting  of  earlier  decades.  Just  as  it  was  un¬ 
necessary  for  the  House  Committee  on  Un- 
American  Activities  to  prove  that  pro¬ 
gressives  actually  did  anything  illegal,  for 
them  to  be  persecuted  in  the  1950s,  so  it  is 
unnecessary  for  Gary  Dotterman  and 
French  Wall  to  have  actually  committed 
any  crimes  for  them  to  be  pilloried. 

In  the  first  case  the  HUAC  relied  on  the 
carefully  nurtured  legacy  of  anti¬ 
communism  to  feed  the  hysteria  against  the 
Hollywood  10  and  others,  similarly  Dapper 
O’Neil  and  the  Boston  Herald  need  only  open 
the  floodgates  and  torrents  of  homophobia  and  sex¬ 
ual  repression  are  loosed  upon  any  convenient 
gay  target.  This  unlimited  reservoir  of  hate 
is  “in  the  bank”  so  to  speak,  available  for 
easy  withdrawal  in  times  of  crisis  by  the 
agents  of  the  real  estate  developers,  big 


employers,  racists,  etc..  Our  biggest 
mistake  would  be  to  yield  one  inch  in  the 
face  of  this  attack.  In  1946,  communists  in 
the  labor  movement  (who  had  actually  built 
the  CIO  and  gained  many  rights  for  work¬ 
ing  people)  thought  they  could  delay  the  on¬ 
coming  anti-communist  witch-hunts  by 
agreeing  with  Philip  Murray  (then-president 
of  the  CIO)  that  organized  labor  could  and 
should  prohibit  known  members  of  the  CP 
from  serving  as  officers  in  unions.  The  rest 
is  history,  and  a  sad  one.  The  labor  move¬ 
ment  still  has  not  recovered  to  where  it  was 
forty  years  ago. 

Analogies  to  the  history  of  the  labor 
movement  are  quite  in  keeping  when 
discussing  Gary  Dotterman.  Above  his  desk 
in  Scondras’  office  is  a  plaque  from  Local 
26  of  the  Hotel  Workers  Union  in  Boston 
declaring  that  office  to  be  in  a  “Union 
House.”  This  is  in  recognition  of  the  fine 
support  work  profferred  by  Scondras’  of¬ 
fice,  often  marshalled  by  Gary  Dotterman. 
Certainly  if  they  had  a  union  there,  Gary 
and  French  would  still  be  working  today, 
providing  the  leadership  and  expertise  our 
community  has  fought  for  so  many  years  to 
bring  to  City  Hall. 

When  I  was  teaching  in  South  Boston 
High  School  in  1976,  I  remember  that  the 
racist  ROAR  (Restore  Our  Alienated 
Rights)  faction  held  regular  meetings  in 
Boston  City  Hall,  invited  by  elected  of¬ 
ficials.  I  don’t  recall  anyone  losing  their  job 
over  this  insult  to  decency.  Why  should  our 
defenders  of  civil  liberties  be  out  looking 
for  a  job? 

Gerry  Scoppettuolo  is  currently  an 
organizer  at  the  Service  Employees  Union, 
Local  205,  in  Nashville,  Tennessee. 

“Speaking  Out’’  is  part  of  our  continuing  ef¬ 
fort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for 
the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send 
your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us,  and 
to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership.  Submissions 
must  be  TYPED,  DOUBLE-SPACED,  AND 
NO  LONGER  THAN  FIVE  PAGES.  Send  to: 
Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St, 
Boston,  MA  02116. 
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An  Open  Door  by  Michael  Dowling.  Oil  on  canvas,  1987. 


Fiery  and  cool 

Gay  artist  Michael  Dowling  exhibits  at  the 
Hoyle  gallery 


Michael  Dowling  Retrospective,  1977-1987. 

At  the  Hoyle  Gallery,  553  Columbus  Ave.,  Boston. 

By  Tom  Grabosky 

uring  the  late  ’70s  and  early  ’80s  when 
many  young  artists  were  being  swept 
up  in  wave  after  wave  of  sometimes 
exciting,  often  obscure  innovation,  there 
were  those  who  chose  instead  to  invest  their 
talents  in  still-life,  landscape,  and  por¬ 
traiture.  Such  an  artist  is  Michael  Dowling. 

My  first  exposure  to  his  work  was  at  the 
Gay  and  Lesbian  art  exhibit  at  the  Wet 
Gallery  in  June  of  this  year. 
1  remember  being  taken  by  a 
certain  warm  and  intimate 
quality  in  the  handling  of 
the  imagery  (a  young  man  and  a  dog),  but 
feeling  frustrated  that  the  show  included  on¬ 
ly  one  of  his  paintings.  I  wanted  to  see  more, 
and  this  month  at  the  new  Hoyle  Gallery  at 
553  Columbus  Avenue  in  Boston,  1  had  my 
chance.  An  expansive  variety  of  Dowling 
works  selected  from  the  past  ten  years  clear¬ 
ly  show  the  artist’s  progress  from  fairly 
studied  still-life  and  landscape  painter  (best 
represented  in  “Lattice  Fence”  and  “Onion 
Still-Life”  1977-1979)  through  the  initial  in¬ 
troduction  of  the  figure  into  his  work 
(beautifully  and  mysteriously  portrayed  in 
“Nancy”  1979)  up  to  the  newest  canvases 
which  strongly  indicate  that  the  artist  is 
growing  beyond  his  roots  in  the  traditional. 


Dowling  has  begun  to  take  some  real 
chances  and  loosen  up  both  stylistically  and 
in  terms  of  subject  matter. 

By  far  the  most  rewarding  offering  of  the 
exhibit  was  “How  to  Abandon  Ship,” 
painted  this  year.  Not  only  have  the  colors 
flowered  from  the  restrained  hues  of  earlier 
works  into  a  golden  burst  of  translucent 
light,  but  the  figure  in  the  foreground  seems 
so  much  more  alive  and  spontaneous  .  .  . 
almost  pleading  to  escape  from  the  canvas. 

In  other  pictures  in  the  exhibit,  figures  are 
posed  in  more  formalist  structures, 
although  always  rendered  with  a  softness 
and  restrained  use  of  detail.  At  times  these 
suggest  the  influence  of  early  modern  ex¬ 
pressionists,  particularly  Edvard  Munch 
(“Between  the  Acts”  being  the  best  exam¬ 
ple).  In  several  paintings  two  male  figures 
appear  together,  a  motif  Dowling  told  me  he 
sometimes  employs  to  examine  or  express 
the  relationship  between  himself  and  his 
lover  of  ten  years,  Herbert. 

Michael  Dowling  has  a  special  talent  and 
a  vision  that  can  be  both  fiery  and  cool.  His 
paintings  are  definitely  worth  a  long,  close 
look.  If  you  would  like  to  see  his  work  at  the 
Hoyle  Gallery,  call  267-7501  and  make  an 
appointment  to  have  either  Pam  Hoyle  or 
her  lover/partner  Andrea  Andrus  show  you 
paintings  by  this  fine  gay  artist.  □ 


Funding 

Continued  from  page  3 

He  explained  that  because  of  the  dispropor¬ 
tionate  incidence  of  AIDS  among  people  of 
color,  it  became  obvious  that  the  Office  of 
Minority  Health  would  have  to  increase  ef¬ 
forts  to  control  the  spread  of  HIV  infection 
in  these  communities. 

Nickens  cited  two  meetings  as  pivotal  in  a 
move  toward  collaborative  efforts  between 
the  federal  health  agencies  and  minority 
community-based  organizations.  The  first 
of  these  was  the  Minority  Leadership  Forum 
on  AIDS  which  was  attended  by  about  40 
representatives  of  Black,  Latino,  Asian,  and 
Native  American  communities  in  Crystal 
City,  Virginia  on  June  8-9.  The  other  was 
the  “AIDS  in  Minority  Populations” 
conference  held  in  Atalanta,  Georgia  during 
August  8-9  and  attended  by  over  1200  par¬ 
ticipants.  The  overwhelming  turnout  at  this 
conference,  which  was  originally  planned 
for  400,  indicated  according  to  Nickens, 
that  people  of  color  are  ready  to  deal  with 


the  issue  of  AIDS.  Nickens  also  said  the 
media  coverage  of  the  conference  was  a 
signal  to  mainstream  print  and  electronic 
media  that  it  is  okay  to  cover  the  issue  of 
AIDS  in  communities  of  color. 

Nickens  stated  that  his  office  is  concen¬ 
trating  on  expanding  funding  of  com¬ 
munity-based  organizations,  saying  that 
such  groups  have  a  “critical  role”  because 
they  “know  their  people.”  Finally,  he 
stressed  the  “need  for  greater  research  of 
minority  populations  in  the  areas  of  under¬ 
reporting,  shortened  survival  time,  and  ser¬ 
vice  delivery  systems.” 

Laurie  Sherman,  Director  of  the  CDC 
National  AIDS  Information  Campaign, 
presented  an  overview  of  the  “America 
Responds  To  AIDS”  campaign  which  in¬ 
cludes  public  service  announcements  for 
television,  radio,  newspapers,  and  mag¬ 
azines  produced  by  Ogilvy  and  Mather,  the 
fourth  largest  advertising  agency  in  the 
world.  Public  service  announcements 
targeting  the  Black  and  Latino  communities 
l  Continued  on  page  7 
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Amone  Friends 


Evenings  7-12  p.m.:  .20  1st  min.  / 
.10  ea.  min.  thereafter  /  9  mins,  cost  $1.00 


You  TAH  UAVt  ITALL 


For  Women  Only 

1 '550-9036 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 

General  Practice 

‘Family  Law 
‘Real  Estate  Transfers 
‘Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 
‘Discrimination 
‘Unemployment 
‘Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02130 
(617)  876-7099 


JEAN  A. 
McCRAY 

Attorney-at-Law 
40  Trapelo  Road 
Belmont,  MA  02178 
484-8383 


COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
Individual,  Couple 
and  Group 
Counseling 


Call  247-4861 
ext.  58 
Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance 
Accepted 


520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 


CHILTERN 


MOUNTAIN  CLUB 

An  outdoor  recreational  club 
sponsored  by  New  England  area 
lesbians  and  gay  men.  For  further 
information,  please  write. 

P.O.  Box  407g  Boston,  MA 

Michael  A//  replies  are  confidential.  Bc[sy 
522-9194  899-1606 


BIJDDENBRGDKS 

BACK  BAY  BCBKSMITH 

Boston  s  only  complete  bookstore. 

Boston’s  finest  selection  of 
current  and  backlist  titles,  fine 
and  rare  antiquarian  books, 
remainders,  out-of-print  books. 

753  Boylston  •  536-4433 


REAL  PAPER  AWARDS 
J  &  S  Automotive 
BEST  AUTO  MECHANIC 

It  looks  like  a  big  commercial  garage,  but 
there  are  these  weird  little  things  about  it. 
Reggae  music  is  blasting  away,  signs  for 
political  and  union  meetings  are  taped  up, 
the  mechanic  might  be  a  woman,  and  some¬ 
times  its  hard  to  find  anyone  in  charge.  J  &  S 
has  been  Boston’s  hippest  garage  for  years 
and  years,  and  for  the  last  few  years,  it’s 
also  been  the  best.  Even  when  they  didn’t 
know  how  to  fix  everything,  they  never 
cheated  anybody  or  covered  up.  So  over  the 
years  they  kept  learning  new  makes  and 
new  techniques,  and  now  can  repair  about 
anything.  Plymouth  Valiants,  those  classics 
of  dependability.  But  they’re  ready  for 
anything  and  did  most  of  the  work  on  the  an¬ 
tique  vehicles  for  the  movie  “The  Brinks 
Job." 

Reprinted  from  Real  Paper,  “Best  of 
Boston,”  Fall  1980. 

277  Northampton  Street 
267-0300 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain, 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


•INDIVIDUAL 

GROUP/COUPLE 

•GAY  SENSITIVE 
THERAPY 


ALLAN  SINGER, 
L.I.C.S.W, 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


COPLEY  SQUARE 
BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 
HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


Dykes  to  watch  out  for 


(VJWTUAUy,1HlWGS  B&N  IB  PICK  U  P.  fAO 


SUSAN  GREENWOOD 

GROUP  FORMING 
FOR  LESBIAN 
CO-DEPENDENTS 

This  is  a  therapy  group  for  lesbians 
in  relationships  with  lovers  or 
family  members  who  abuse  alcohol 
and/or  drugs. 

This  12-week  group  will  explore 
issues  of  co-dependency,  intimacy 
and  self-esteem. 

Wednesdays  7-8:30pm 
Individual  therapy  for  lesbians 
also  available 

QUINCY  CENTER 
1  block  from  Red  Line 
Call  Susan  Greenwood,  LICSW 
871-4987 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
TYPESETTING 
PRINTING 


10  Magazine  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(Magazine  and  Green  Streets,  Central  Square) 


==*  FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH 
CENTER 

SUPPORT  GROUPS 
NOW  FORMING 

Victims  of  Crime 

Having  been  physically  beaten  or  bad¬ 
ly  frightened  can  leave  emotional  scars 
even  when  there  is  no  physical  injury. 

A  12- week  support  group  is  now  for¬ 
ming  to  help  people  recovering  from  a 
traumatic  event. 

Contact:  Bill  LaFarge/Joyce  Collier 
Victim  Recovery  Program 

Male  Sexual  Assault 

Any  male  can  be  the  victim  of  sexual 
assualt,  regardless  of  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion.  A  12-week  support  group  is  now 
forming  for  men  who  have  been  raped 
or  sexually  assaulted. 

Contact:  Joyce  Collier 
Victim  Recovery  Program 

Managing  Anxiety  About 
AIDS 

10-week  behavioral/educational  groups 
to  help  reduce  anxiety  about  AIDS. 
Participants  will  learn  to  recognize  in¬ 
dividual  triggers  to  stress;  specific 
ways  to  modify  anxiety  and  stress;  and 
receive  assertiveness  training  around 
ways  to  initiate  safer  sexual  practices. 

Contact:  Lee  Ellenberg/Joyce  Coller 

267-7573 

Individual  and  couples  counseling 
also  available 


Funding  r 
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were  sub-contracted  to  minority-owned 
advertising  agencies  Lockhart  and  Pettus 
(NYC)  and  Sosa  and  Associates  (San  An¬ 
tonio). 

“What  we’re  trying  to  do,”  said  Sher¬ 
man,  “is  to  talk  to  240  million  Americans 
individually.  The  communication  challenge 
is  enormous  because  we’re  trying  to  effect 
varied  behavior  change.  Some  need  just  to 
be  compassionate  while  others  need  to 
change  their  sexual  or  drug  use  behaviors.” 

Forum  participants  were  able  to  view  the 
public  service  announcements  produced  by 
Ogilvy  and  Mather,  Lockhart  and  Pettus, 
and  Sosa  and  Associates.  Ogilvy  and  Mather 
took  the  approach  of  using  real  people  in 
various  American  cities  delivering  risk 
reduction  messages.  Several  people  of  color 
appear  in  these,  including  Sally  Jue,  an 
AIDS  counselor  from  Los  Angeles,  Suki 
Ports,  former  Director  of  the  Minority 
AIDS  Task  Force  of  New  York  City,  and 
Dr.  Adaora  Adimora.  Several  participants 
registered  concern  over  the  message 
delivered  by  Adaora:  “...if  you’re  sexually 
active  make  sure  that  you’re  in  a  relation¬ 
ship  in  which  you’re  having  sex  with  one 
person  who  is  having  sex  with  only  you.  And 
make  sure  that  that  person  is  not  infected 
with  the  AIDS  virus.” 

Ron  Harris  of  Lockhart  and  Pettus 
outlined  the  approach  his  company  took  to 
fulfill  its  sub-contract  with  Ogilvy  and 
Mather,  explaining  that  “we  wanted  to 
show  that  AIDS  is  preventable,  not 
necessarily  show  how  to  prevent  it.”  He  said 
that  while  Lockhart  and  Pettus  wanted  its 
product  to  look  somewhat  similar  to  that  of 
Ogilvy  and  Mather,  “the  theme  ‘America 
Responds  to  AIDS’  sounded  too  patriotic  to 
be  effective  in  the  Black  community.” 
Lockhart  and  Pettus  arrived  at  the  theme 
“Black  America  Responds  to  AIDS,” 
developing  public  service  announcements 
which  highlight  messages  by  a  minister,  a 
barber,  a  doctor,  and  a  drug  abuse 
counselor  —  figures  thought  to  be  credible 
to  Black  audiences. 

The  final  message  of  each  of  the  public 
service  announcements  is  the  same:  “Be 
sure  to  know  the  facts  about  AIDS.  Know 
how  to  protect  yourself  and  your  family. 
Tell  others.  For  more  information  call 
1 -800-342-AIDS.”  Calling  this  number  will 
connect  the  viewer  with  the  National  AIDS 


Hotline  which  is  operated  seven  days  a 
week,  24  hours  a  day,  and  has  a  trained  staff 
of  300.  Hotline  callers  receive  a  taped 
message  which  delivers  basic  information 
about  AIDS.  Callers  also  have  the  option  of 
talking  to  an  operator  to  ask  specific  ques¬ 
tions  or  seek  referrals  to  local  clinics  or  sup¬ 
port  groups.  Prior  to  October,  the  Hotline 
had  12  lines  in  operation,  staffed  in  New 
York.  But  because  of  the  CDC’s  public  in¬ 
formation  campaign  this  fall,  some  33  addi¬ 
tional  lines  have  been  installed  at  a  facility  in 
Research  Triangle  Park,  North  Carolina. 

Forum  participants  restructured  the  after¬ 
noon  session  to  discuss  issues  of  funding 
rather  than  problem  identification  and 
educational  strategies.  Many  of  the  par¬ 
ticipants  questioned  the  usefulness  of  the 
originally  scheduled  topics  in  light  of  the 
woefully  inadequate  allocations  for  the  sup¬ 
port  of  community-based  AIDS  education. 
Edward  Pitt,  Director  of  Health  and  En¬ 
vironmental  Services  of  the  National  Urban 
League,  complained  to  CDC  representatives 
that,  “The  problem  has  been  identified. 
Your  facilitating  a  meeting  of  all  of  us  does 
not  get  us  any  closer  [to  a  solution].  The 
federal  government  can  mobilize  us  by  giv¬ 
ing  resources,  not  by  giving  us  pep  talks.” 

Gil  Gerald,  Director  of  Minority  Affairs 
for  the  National  AIDS  Network,  noted  that 
the  U.S-.  Conference  of  Mayors  received  105 
proposals  from  minority  community-based 
organizations  to  conduct  AIDS  education. 
Only  eight  were  to  be  funded  at  $20,000 
each. 

Dr.  Beny  Primm,  President  of  the  Urban 
Resource  Institute,  questioned  the  efficien¬ 
cy  of  funding  community-based  organiza¬ 
tions  with  federal  dollars  funneled  through 
state  health  departments.  Primm  suggested 
a  system  which  would  allow  for  “direct  con¬ 
tracting  from  the  federal  government  to 
organizations  via  discretionary  funding,  and 
through  unsolicited  proposals.” 

Black  leadership  was  in  agreement  that 
educational  strategies  and  outreach 
methods  have  been  identified;  what  Black 
America  needs  to  respond  to  AIDS  effec¬ 
tively  is  more  federal  dollars.  Edward  Pitt 
emphasized  this  by  saying  that  “The  CDC  is 
to  grant  7  million  dollars  to  minority 
communiy-based  organizations  in  Dec¬ 
ember.  Here  we  are  going  into  November, 
and  the  RFP  [request  for  funding  proposals] 
isn’t  even  out  yet.  It’s  obvious  that  you 
haven’t  listened  to  us  the  last  two  times  we 
got  together. ”□ 
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By  Tatiana  Schreiber 

e  are  everywhere!  We  are 
everywhere!  We  are  every¬ 
where!”  Spontaneous  cheering 
and  whooping  rose  up  from  the  crowded 
escalator  as  we  came  up  from  the  Dupont 
Circle  Metro  station  after  the  March.  As  the 
chant  intensified  I  looked  back  at  what 
seemed  an  endless  horde  of  exultant  lesbians 
and  gay  men  —  passionate,  inspired, 
delighted  to  have  been  part  of  what  is  sure  to 
become  a  new  landmark  in  the  history  of  the 
gay  and  lesbian  liberation  movement.  It  was 
like  coming  out  all  over  again  on  a  new  level, 
and  l  emerged  transformed:  stronger, 
angrier,  more  determined,  and  most  impor¬ 
tantly,  deeply  affirmed  in  my  identity  —  gay 
and  proud. 

Saturday,  October  10,  4PM 

It’s  the  day  before  the  March  and  I’m  on 
my  way  to  a  meeting  of  gay  radio  reporters. 
As  I  approach  Dupont  Circle  I  see  a  large 
crowd  has  gathered  and  I  assume  it’s  some 
March-related  event.  But  no,  it’s  just  a 
crowd  of  gay  people  —  my  first  sight  of 
what  becomes  amazingly  normal  and 
natural  over  the  next  few  days.  I  sit  down  in 
the  sun  taking  in  the  sight  of  lesbians  and 
gay  men  of  all  ages,  colors  and  sizes  and 
from  every  wing  of  our  community  — 
radical  faeries  (they  were  holding  hands  and 
doing  a  circle  dance  across  the  fountain), 
punk-dykes,  leather  men,  guppies,  and  what 


I  call  “ex-hippie  casual  queers.”  As  I 
surveyed  the  scene  a  woman  strolling  past 
throws  her  arm  over  her  lover’s  shoulder. 
It’s  a  gesture  so  relaxed,  comfortable  and 
ordinary  that  tears  come  to  my  eyes  —  be¬ 
cause  we  can’t  do  this  everyday.  We  can’t  be 
relaxed,  comfortable  and  at  ease  every  day. 
For  us,  every  day  is  an  exercise  in  decision: 
how  OUT  can  I  be  here?  What  risks  am  I 
taking  now?  But  on  a  warm  Saturday  after¬ 
noon  in  Washington,  DC  we  can  be  our¬ 
selves  in  a  public  place,  and  the  few 
heterosexuals  who  happen  by  seemed 
perplexed,  disarmed  and  perhaps  a  little 
uncertain  as  to  how  to  cope  wth  their  sudden 
minority  status. 

Sunday,  October  1 1,  7:15AM 

The  sun  is  just  rising  and  the  wide  streets 
near  the  Capitol  building  are  quiet.  I  can 
hear  birds  singing  in  the  chill  air.  It’s  going 
to  be  a  perfect  day  for  the  March!  But  first  I 
want  to  go  to  the  NAMES  Project,  the 
memorial  quilt  for  people  who  have  died  of 
AIDS.  As  I  approach  the  two-block  area  of 
the  mall  where  the  fabric  panels  are  to  be 
assembled  I  can  see  hundreds  of  people  are 
already  gathered,  stretching  in  an  unbroken 
line  all  the  way  around  the  huge  quilt. 

Walking  closer,  I  hear  the  names  being 
read.  “Neil  Abel,  Kevin  Adams, 
unacknowledged  people  with  AIDS, 
Whitney  Anderson,  Gene  Ewens,  John 
Gaffney,  Michael  Green....” 

The  names  go  on  and  on.  Volunteers  take, 
turns  reading.  When  their  voices  occasional¬ 
ly  break  with  emotion  I  wonder  if  the  name 
is  of  a  friend,  a  child,  a  friend  of  a 
friend ...  I  walk  around  the  edge  of  the 
quilt,  pausing  to  listen  as  people  talk  quietly 
of  those  who  have  died,  or  turn,  sobbing,  in¬ 
to  one  another’s  arms.  I  notice  Micki 

Continued  on  page  10 
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As  promised,  the  complete  text  of  Bar¬ 
bara  Smith 's  speech  at  the  March  on 
Washington.  Due  to  time  constraints, 
she  was  only  able  to  deliver  some  of 
her  prepared  remarks  at  the  afternoon 
rally. 

By  Barbara  Smith 

y  name  is  Barbara  Smith.  I  am  proud 
to  tell  you  that  I  am  an  African 
American,  a  woman,  1  was  born  into 
a  working  class  family  in  1946,  and  I  am  a 

lesbian . 

With  only  five  minutes  I  will  be  leaving  a 
whole  lot  out,  but  there  are  three  things  I 
need  to  talk  to  you  about  today.  Number 
one  is  the  issue  of  homophobia  in  the  Black 
community.  Number  two  is  the  problem  of 
racism  in  our  lesbian  and  gay  movement. 
And  number  three  is  the  question  of  our 
freedom  and  how  to  get  it. 

My  life  as  an  activist  began  when  I  was  a 
teenager  in  the  Black  Civil  Rights  movement 
of  the  1960s,  growing  up  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio.  1  am  grateful  to  come  from  the  race  of 
people  who  have  defined  the  parameters  of 
struggle  against  oppression  in  this  country. 
Yet  there  are  some  Black  people  who  would 
deny  my  right  to  be  respected,  to  raise  my 
children,  to  keep  my  job,  to  have  equal  ac¬ 
cess  to  housing,  to  be  free  from  verbal 
harassment  and  from  violent  physical  at¬ 
tack,  who  in  short  would  deny  my  right  to 


exist  because  I  am  a  Black  person  who  is  also 
a  lesbian. 

I  want  to  take  this  opportunity  to  deliver  a 
message  to  my  people,  to  African  Ameri¬ 
cans  all  across  this  country.  It  is  time  for  us 
to  throw  out,  once  and  for  all,  our  old  tired 
attitudes  about  lesbians  and  gay  men.  It  is 
time  for  all  of  us  to  stand  up  completely  for 
justice,  for  freedom. 

Homosexuality  is  not  a  white  disease. 
And  AIDS  is  not  even  a  white  gay  male 
disease,  not  when  25  percent  of  people  with 
AIDS  are  Black,  and  14  percent  of  people 
with  AIDS  are  Latino,  and  52  percent  of  all 
women  with  AIDS  are  Black,  and  80  percent 
of  all  the  pediatric  cases  are  babies  and 
children  of  color. 

Homosexuality  is  not  what  is  breaking  up 
the  Black  family  —  homophobia  is.  My 
Black  gay  brothers  and  my  Black  lesbian 
sisters  are  members  of  Black  families,  both 
the  ones  we  were  born  into  and  the  ones  we 
create.  Quiet  as  it’s  kept,  we  have  always 
been  here  in  the  Black  community  and  long 
before  that  in  the  motherland  on  the  African 
continent.  We  have  always  been  here  and  we 
always  will  be  here.  Langston  Hughes  has 
been  here.  James  Baldwin  has  been  here. 
Bayard  Rustin  has  been  here.  R.  Bruce 
Nugent  has  been  here.  Jackie  “Moms” 
Mabley  has  been  here.  Lorraine  Hansberry 
has  been  here.  Mabel  Hampton  has  been 
here.  Ann  Allen  Shockley  has  been  here.  Pat 
Parker  has  been  here.  Audre  Lorde  has  been 
here.  And  if  you  don’t  know  who  these  peo¬ 
ple  are,  please  go  tomorrow  morning  and 
find  out,  because  they  are  just  a  few  of  our 
Black  lesbian  and  gay  ancestors,  elders  and 
warriors. 

I  am  not  raising  this  challenge  because 
Black  people  are  more  homophobic  than 
anybody  else.  In  fact,  I  believe  we  may  be 
less  so  and  because  of  our  position  in  the 
society  more  individually  tolerant  of  dif- 
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Irresistible 

force 

By  Pam  Mitchell 

pening  shot:  leaving  work  on  Oc¬ 
tober  9.  The  two  other  people  in  my 
department  (as  heterosexuals  they 
get  to  be  the  designated  “other”  this 
weekend,  for  a  change)  are  framed  in  the 
doorway  like  Ozzie  and  Harriet,  waving  the 
kids  off  to  school,  wishing  good  luck  and 
good  cheer.  The  “kids”  are  myself  and  the 
lesbian  1  share  an  office  with.  The  “school” 
we’re  headed  for  is  a  very  queerified 
Washington,  D.C.  The  workplace  is  the  of¬ 
fice  of  a  fairly  progressive  union  whose 
president  is  scheduled  to  greet  marchers  at 
the  labor  reception  in  D.C.  the  following 
day.  If  this  were  1979  my  lesbian  cohort  and 
I  might  well  be  either  lying  about  our 
destination  or  not  bothering  to  mention  it  at 
all  to  our  straight  co-workers;  the  union 
president  would  probably  be  on  the  golf 
course,  where  the  numbers  of  gay  people  in 
town  for  the  March  might  inspire  nothing 
more  than  the  negative  attention  of  a  queer 
joke  or  two. 

There’s  a  different  level  of  acknowledg¬ 
ment  and  legitimacy  this  time  around, 
thanks  to  years  of  queers  jumping  up  and 
down  and  demanding  to  be  noticed.  There’s 
a  part  of  me  —  the  part  that’s  the  daughter 
of  ardent  labor  activists  —  that  could  just 
shit  for  joy  seeing  titans  of  Organized  Labor 
making  common  cause  with  us  little  no¬ 
count  queers.  There’s  another  part  of  me  — 
the  part  that  feasted  on  the  spirit  and  pride 
of  the  March  on  Washington  —  that’s 
furious  at  myself  for  thinking  of  us  that 
way.  Of  course,  the  reality  is  that  —  AIDS 
or  no  AIDS  —  the  gay  movement  has  been  a 


star  on  the  rise  in  the  ’70s  and  ’80s  while  the 
labor  movement  has  been  getting  the  shit 
kicked  out  of  it.  Maybe  they  need  us  more 
than  we  need  them.  .  .  . 

Well,  yes,  I  could  ask  why  these  straight 
co-workers  —  veteran  march-goers  that  they 
are  —  have  chosen  to  sit  this  one  out  and 
merely  cheer  us  on  from  the  sidelines.  Need  I 
even  ask?  There  were-a  few  token  straight 
supporters  at  the  March  —  most  of  them,  it 
seemed,  scheduled  speakers  at  the  afternoon 
rally!  —  but  for  the  most  part  it  was  Us. 
Which  has  its  plusses  and  minuses.  Seeing 
the  tables  turned  —  so  many  of  Us  and  so 
few  of  Them  —  is  what  gave  rise  to  those 
spontaneous  outbursts  of  ecstasy  in  the 
streets  and  Metro  stations  and  Ethiopian 
restaurants  all  across  D.C.  On  the  other 
hand,  where  do  all  those  straight  coalition- 
builders  and  common-causers  go  when  all 
the  queers  come  marching  in?  Maybe  we  all 
have  cooties  or  something.  .  .  . 

In  day-to-day  life  I  have  a  lot  in  common 
with  many  of  the  straight  progressive  types 
who  didn’t  show  up  in  D.C.  to  help  me  fight 
for  my  rights  and  my  life.  But  since  they 
couldn’t  make  it  that  weekend,  I  took  the 
time  to  connect  with  kinds  of  queers  I’d 
never  get  to  meet  in  my  own  circles  in 
Boston.  I  think  about  six  of  us  on  our  first 
night  in  D.C.  piling  into  a  station  wagon 
driven  by  a  couple  of  clearly  non-urban 
types  (one  from  the  town  of  Duck  in  the 
same  small  county  in  West  Virginia  my 
father  was  from).  Or  my  lover  and  I  accep¬ 
ting  a  ride  to  the  zoo  on  our  last  day  and 
squishing  into  a  car  full  of  Dignity  members 
en  route  to  the  airport;  their  driver  was  a 
local  who  simply  had  to  drive  us  miles  out  of 
our  way  to  show  us  the  National  Cathedral. 
(“A  perfect  structure,”  he  said,  “absolutely 
perfect.”  I’m  not  used  to  hearing  “Chris¬ 
tian”  and  “perfect”  spoken  in  the  same 
breath,  but  he  was  sincere  and  I  suppose  I 
Continued  on  page  12 
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Dickoff,  a  video  artist,  among  the  hundreds 
of  gay  media  people  here  —  all  of  us  un¬ 
characteristically  subdued.  She  leaves  her 
camera  for  a  minute  to  give  me  a  silent  hug 
and  then  goes  back  to  her  work. 

The  reading  continues  and  the  multi¬ 
colored  segments  of  the  quilt  are  laid  out. 
Some  are  dark,  like  gravestones,  but  most 
are  bright,  as  if  the  panel  were  celebrating 
someone’s  life  rather  than  mourning  a 
death.  I’m  crying  again.  Yesterday  it  was 
from  joy;  today  from  the  almost  unbearable 
sadness  so  many  of  us  have  had  to  endure. 

Sunday,  10:30AM 

People  are  gathering  on  the  Ellipse  for  the 
morning  rally.  All  around  me  I  hear  excited 
and  surprised  greetings  as  friends  meet, 
sometimes  after  years.  Looking  at  the  ban¬ 
ners  from  across  the  country  I  remember 
that  I  might  find  my  old  friends  from  Ohio, 
so  off  I  go.  Yes,  they’re  here!  And  so  are 
friends  from  California,  New  York... 

A  friend  from  Boston  tells  me  his  parents 
are  here  so  I  ask  if  I  can  interview  them  for  a 
radio  story.  Earlier  I  had  spotted  a  banner 
from  Parents  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and 
Gays  (P-FLAG)  and  it  had  reminded  me  of 
the  1979  March.  I  wasn’t  out  to  my  own 
parents  then,  and  seeing  this  group,  smiling 
broadly  and  holding  their  banner  high,  I  had 
gained  strength. 

My  friend’s  father  says  he  marched  in 
1979  also.  He  points  out  that  parents  “can 
be  a  natural  bridge  between  the  gay  and 
straight  communities.”  Having  gone 
through  all  their  stages  of  acceptance  they 
are  best  able  to  communicate  their  support 
to  their  friends  and  associates.  Later,  I  make 
it  a  point  to  tell  every  parent  I  see  how  im¬ 
portant  it  is  that  they  are  here.  I  know  I’m 
not  the  only  one  who  feels  that  among  all  the 
banners  and  signs,  it’s  P-FLAG  that  touches 
me  the  most.  Even  if  all  of  us  can’t  come  out 
to  our  parents,  at  least  some  of  us  can,  and 
maybe  anything  really  is  possible. 

Sunday,  1:00PM 

As  the  March  finally  starts  to  leave  the 
Ellipse,  I  stand  at  the  edge  with  my  friend 
Liz  to  watch  each  group  step  off.  Felice 
Shays  provides  running  commentary  on 
everything  she  sees.  “It’s  great  to  see  the 
diversity,”  she  notes.  “From  straight-laced 
professional  to  leather  queens  to  macho- 
butch.  Oh,  here  comes  a  gentleman  in  top 
hat  and  tux.  Doesn’t  he  look  dapper  in  his 
pink  tie  and  white  hat!”  Inspired,  Liz  grabs 
my  microphone  and  starts  to  interview  every 
interesting  person  she  sees. 

Running  up  to  a  Black  man  in  elaborate 
purple  lace,  she  reminds  him  that  some 
feminists  think  drag  is  misogynist.  “I  don’t 
hate  women!”  he  protests.  “I  admire 
women  for  what  they’ve  done  and  if  you 
knew  how  uncomfortable  this  dress  was, 
you’d  believe  that!” 

“What  is  the  place  of  gays  in  the 
Democratic  Party?”  Liz  asks  someone  from 
the  Alice  B.  Toklas  Democratic  Club. 
“We’re  the  conscience  of  the  Democratic 
Party !  ”  he  declares,  and  goes  on  to  give  us  a 
detailed  history  of  the  organization. 

Accosting  a  member  of  the  huge  con¬ 
tingent  from  the  Boston  AIDS  Action  Com¬ 
mittee,  she  asks  a  man  if  he  was  political 
before  the  AIDS  crisis  (no)  and  if  he  would 
stay  politically  active  if  a  cure  was  found 
tomorrow.  “The  last  eight  or  nine  years  have 
irrevocably  changed  the  way  we  think  about 
who  we  are  and  where  we  fit  in,  and  it’s 
taught  us  that  homophobia  is  deep  and  alive 
in  America.  No,  we  won’t  go  back.” 

I  see  an  associate  from  my  radio  work 
passing  out  literature  on  the  Lesbian  Rights 
Project.  But  she’s  not  gay,  or  at  least  I  don’t 
think  so.... She  seems  surprised  to  see  me 
here,  but  smiles  broadly.  I  wonder  how 
many  people  are  going  to  be  out  to  a  lot 
more  friends  and  co-workers  after  today. 

We  talk  to  a  woman  from  the  Denver 
Women’s  Chorus  who  hastens  to  tell  us  that 
though  her  group  is  both  straight  and  gay, 
everyone  has  come  to  the  March.  As  her 
contingent  moves  away  from  us  she  calls 
back,  “My  name’s  Michelle  and  I’m  a 
teacher  and  my  students  know  why  I’m  here 
and  I’m  very  proud  of  that  fact!”  I’m  proud 
of  her  too. 

Sunday,  5PM 

The  mall  from  the  Capitol  to  the  Monu¬ 
ment  is  packed,  but  many  are  still  waiting  to 
step  off  the  Ellipse.  Some  like  marching  so 


much  they  turn  around  to  do  it  a  second 
time.  From  my  spot  in  the  press  area  I’ve  got 
a  direct  view  of  the  stage  as  well  as  the  entire 
mob  on  the  mall.  A  friend  and  I  scramble  to 
the  top  of  the  speaker  platform  to  get  a  bet¬ 
ter  view  of  the  crowd  and  people  below  start 
handing  up  their  cameras  so  we  can  take  pic¬ 
tures  for  them.  I’ve  never  seen  so  many  peo¬ 
ple  smiling!  Our  cheeks  are  sore  from  grinn¬ 
ing,  we’re  cold  from  being  outside  all  day, 
and  we’re  exhausted,  but  happy. 

On  stage,  Cris  Williamson  is  singing 
“Waterfall.”  I  look  at  the  people  around 
me.  In  front  of  the  stage  people  with  AIDS 
sit  in  wheelchairs  or  lean  on  their  friends  or 
lovers.  Surrounding  them,  women  and  men 
are  dancing  arm  in  arm,  swaying  and  sing¬ 
ing.  The  song,  which  usually  seems  sappy 
and  old  to  me,  today  has  all  the  power  it  had 
when  I  was  first  coming  out,  nearly  ten  years 
ago.  It’s  my  song,  my  community,  my 
culture,  my  history.  It’s  real.  It’s  here. 

Monday,  October  12 

Singing  “We  Shall  Overcome”  in  the  sub¬ 
ways,  joining  new  friends  in  the  restaurants, 
touring  the  museums....  Today  we  walk 
around  the  city  as  if  we  had  the  right  to  be 
ourselves  wherever  we  are.  Sporting  the  col¬ 
orful  clothing  and  buttons  from  the  March, 
gay  people  continue  to  acknowledge  each 
other  all  day  long.  The  heterosexuals  keep 
looking  and  looking  away,  as  if  they’re  not 
quite  certain  what  is  wrong. 

Liz  and  I  decide  maybe  we  shouldn’t 
break  up  after  all,  so  we  find  a  spot  on  a  sun¬ 
ny  ledge  and  start  making  out.  “That’s 
disgusting!”  I  hear  from  a  passing  car.  Well, 
I’m  not  surprised.  We  may  be  out  and  we 
may  be  proud,  but  we’re  still  not  welcome. 
The  moment  passes,  and,  still  smiling,  we 
rejoin  our  friends. 

Tuesday,  October  13,  8AM 

About  2000  people  are  gathered  across 
the  street  from  the  Supreme  Court.  Huddled 
in  affinity  groups,  people  are  discussing 
their  civil  disobedience  strategies.  One 
group,  bigger  than  the  others,  has  joined 
hands  in  a  large  circle.  It’s  odd  to  hear  both 
men  and  women  start  to  sing  “We  are  the 
flow  and  we  are  the  ebb;  we  are  the  weavers, 
we  are  the  web.”  I  associate  the  chantwith 
the  women’s  peace  camps,  but  now  deep 
male  voices  accompany  a  woman’s  rhythmic 
drumming. 

The  circle  has  grown  to  over  a  hundred 
people,  dancing,  weaving  in  on  themselves 
and  spreading  out  again.  At  last,  spiraling 
inwards,  they  all  kneel  into  a  tight  circle  and 
let  out  a  final  wild  cheer  and  then  a  long 
chant.  After  a  pause  they  begin  to  call  out 
names.  “John  Quinn  who  died  in  August, 
Jim  Epps  —  last  July,  Michael  Hughs,  Jim 
Dawson,  Hubert  Anderson,  Sam  Roberts, 
Michael  Smith,  Charlie  Singer....”  The 
names  are  flying  out,  faster  and  faster,  one 
over  the  other. 

I  pull  back  from  the  circle,  needing  air. 
This  event  is  such  a  mixture  of  joy  and  grief. 
It’s  hard  sometimes  to  shift  so  quickly  from 
one  emotion  to  the  next. 


Tuesday,  9:30AM 

I’m  standing  on  the  steps  of  the  Supreme 
Court  waiting  for  the  civil  disobedience  to 
begin.  Hordes  of  demonstrators  with  ban¬ 
ners  and  signs  are  across  the  street.  On  this 
side,  about  50  police  officers  are  lined  up 
along  the  top  of  the  stairs,  guarding  their 
light  blue  police  barricades.  Behind  this  row 
are  groups  of  other  police:  There’s  some 
with  blue  uniforms  and  white  helmets;  some 
with  black  uniforms,  white  helmets  and  riot 
gear;  grey  uniforms  and  no  helmets,  black 
uniforms,  black  helmets,  black  boots  and 
no  badges  but  orange  vests  that  say 
“POLICE”  —  I  can’t  distinguish  all  the 
varieties  of  authority. 

Liz  strides  over  and  reminds  me  of  our 
date  to  have  a  kiss  on  the  steps  of  the 
Supreme  Court.  “Right  here?  Right  now?” 
I  ask.  “OK.”  So,  we  were  the  first,  but  in  all 
the  excitement  no  one  seems  to  notice.  I  sup¬ 
pose  that’s  how  it  ought  to  be. 

We  take  up  our  positions  in  the  fenced 
area  reserved  for  the  media.  I’ve  never  seen 
so  many  media  people  in  one  place.  Of 
course,  it’s  mostly  us  —  the  gay  media. 
We’ll  make  slideshows,  videotapes,  films, 
radio  documentaries  and  photo  albums.  No 
matter  what  the  mainstream  press  decides, 
we’ll  remember  how  many  were  here. 
Earlier,  at  the  press  conference/rally,  the 
speakers  had  been  interrupted  by  angry  cries 
of  “Get  the  numbers  right!”  and  Urvashi 
Vaid  had  patiently  repeated  “650,000  to 
750,000.”  People  began  to  chant  “Three- 

Continued  on  page  1 1 
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GUIDE 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 

22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

RONALD  KELTER 
Acupuncture  Associates  of 
Cambridge 

843  Mass.  Ave.,  Central  Sq. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
617-491-4410 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford.  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 

523- 1060 

AUDIO-VISUAL 

SAMDPERIL  AUDIO-VISUAL 

23  Clive  St. 

Boston,  MA  02130 

524- 7992 

BICYCLES 

FERRIS  WHEELS 
Bicycle  Shop 
64  South  Street 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
617-522-7082 

BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  Street 
Boston.  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN  S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-5310 

CATERING 

AS  YOU  LIKE  IT ' 

Affordable  Catering 
for  All  Occasions 
321-3475 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  CHIROPRACTIC 
699  Somerville  Av. 

Somerville,  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1122  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)  731-3306 

DR  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St. 

Boston.  MA  02116 
266-8S84 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
232-7200 


DR.  DAVID.  STOLER 
Chiropractor 
SOMA  Practitioner 
124  Harvard  St.  No.3 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  731-3306 

COUNSELING 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 
WOMEN 

520  Commonwealth  Av. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
25  Huntington  Av. 

Boston.  MA  02116 
739-7860 

PATRICIA  A.  BURKE,  LICSW 
ADDICTION  TREATMENT/ 
FAMILY  THERAPY 
10  Goodway  Road 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
522-9446 

ENTRANCES  AND  EXITS 

PSYCHOTHERAPY  FOR 

WOMEN.  COUPLES  AND 

CHILDREN 

Jill  Richard,  LICSW 

1130  Mass.  Ave.,  Harvard  Sq. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 

776-6158 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 
l86‘/i  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-4488 

STEPEHEN  ).  GOLDBURGH 
EDD 

Licensed  Psychologist 
1330  Beacon  St.,  Suite  231 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-6996 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES 

25  Huntington  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7832 

DR.  KENNETH  H.  ORTH 
Psychotherapist 
319  Mass  Av 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-1112 

PLACE  HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  Street 
Boston,  MA 
267-9150 

SOUTH  END  COUNSELING 
S96  Tremont  Street 
Boston,  MA  021 18 
(617)  437-9643 


WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60/i  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge.  MA  02138 
876-8438 


DAYCARE 

BARB'S  FAMILY  DAYCARE 
State  Licensed 

Beacon  Hill,  Boston,  MA  02114 
523-3772 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA  & 

AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02199 
353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 
CENTER 

Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford,  MA 
395-9084 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 
Complimentary  consultation 
Computer  electrology  specialist 
Central  Sq.,  Cambridge 
497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq.,  MA 
926-4289 

GYMS 

BODYWORKS  GYM 
53  River  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
576-1493 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 

Holistic  Health  Referral  Service 
Psychotherapy,  Bodywork, 
Movement,  Nutrition  and 
Spiritual  Counseling 

266- 8122  M-Th„  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 

267- 7573 

FEMINIST  HEALTH  CENTER 
OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 

STD  clinic  for  men  and  women 
Mon.  eves.:  free  anon,  HIV 
counseling  8  testing 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L,  COLLINS,  CLU 
Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 

Boston,  Ma.  02109 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENGY 
241  Washington  St, 

Brookline,  M A  02146 
731-1015  


NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence, MA  01840 
683-7676 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish,  Japanese,  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000,  x  298 
M-Sat.,  12-7 

MOVERS 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO. 
(formerly  Boston  Trucking) 
641-1234 

OPTOMETRY 

RACHELLE  S.  DUBEY,  O.D. 
DOCTOR  OF  OPTOMETRY 
Hours  by  Appointment 
10  Diauto  Drive 
Randolph,  MA 
(617)  963-1333 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 
Boston,  MA  02101 
236-0365 

PIANO  TUNINGfREPAIR 

PIANO  TECH 
25  Peterborough  St.  #29 
Boston,  MA  02215 
536-0526 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

BOSTON  BAY  REALTY 
668  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
262-7386 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio,  Barry  Wing 
351  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

TAXES  A  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PL,  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 


TAPESTRY,  Inc. 
20  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 


Attorney 
Alec  Gray 

Announces  his  new  law  office 
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Alec  Gray.  Attorney  at  Law 
Former  Assistant  Attorney  Genera! 

205  Portland  Street 
Boston.  MA  02114 
(617)  367-2840 
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quarters  of  a  million!  Three-quarters  of  a 
million!”  We’ll  remember. 

To  enthusiastic  shouts  of  support,  the 
first  wave  of  demonstrators  marches  toward 
the  police  barricade.  The  police  seem  to  be 
holding  the  line,  but  at  last  a  whoop  goes  up 
and  some  twenty  lesbians  push  through  to 
the  tune  of  “Oh  when  the  dykes  go  mar¬ 
ching  in.”  Singing  and  chanting,  the  women 
sit  down  and  are  immediately  surrounded  by 
police.  Our  ever-vigilant  media  contingent 
quickly  notes  their  translucent  rubber 
gloves.  “I  guess  they  thought  they’d  be  less 
offensive,”  one  of  my  comrades  remarks. 
But  the  situation  is  quickly  turned  around  as 
the  women  gleefully  wave  their  own  bright 
yellow  and  pink  gloves,  irony  which  seems 
to  be  lost  on  the  police  but  amuses  us  no 
end. 

It’s  strange  —  the  mixture  of  gay  humor 
and  the  seriousness  of  this  action,  the 
seriousness  of  the  issues.  Our  ver  right  to  be 
has  been  denied  by  the  sodomy  decision. 
The  law  has  already  been  cited  in  lesbian 
custody  battles  and  women  have  lost  their 
children  because  of  their  criminal  lifestyles. 
It’s  clear  the  sodomy  decision  was  the  last 
straw  propelling  many  of  us  here,  and  now, 
as  police  videotape  each  person  being  ar¬ 
rested,  it’s  clear  that  there  really  is  no  turn¬ 
ing  back. 

As  each  affinity  group  is  arrested,  hand¬ 
cuffed  with  a  thin  plastic  cord  and  dragged 
off,  another  breaks  through.  The  Radical 
Faeries  dance  onto  the  plaza  in  colorful 
skirts,  hiking  boots,  knittted  wool  caps  and 
scarves.  Long  hair  flowing,  theyy  scatter 
pink  triangles  behind  them,  and  the 
triangles  form  pink  whirlwinds  in  the 
sunlight.  Two  couples  are  passionately  kiss¬ 
ing  as  a  police  officer  tries  to  drag  them 
apart.  The  scene  is  almost  comical  —  one  of¬ 
ficer  is  crouched  between  the  two  men  who 
persistently  try  to  keep  kissing  across  his 
boots. 

Next  comes  a  lesbian-feminist  contingent 
woven  together  with  many-colored  yarn. 
Unable  to  sit  in  a  circle  they  fall  on  top  of 


each  other  in  a  big  clump,  and  the  orderly 
arrest  process  is  substantially  delayed  while 
the  police  systematically  cut  the  yarn.  I  have 
to  laugh  again  as  I  notice  officers  walking 
around  with  yarn  trailing  behind  them. 

Groups  continue  to  break  through  and 
make  their  own  statement  on  the  CD  stage. 
The  media  folks  all  quiet  down  and  watch 
carefully  when  a  contingent  of  PWAs  break 
onto  the  plaza.  We  learn  later  that  several 
PWAs  were  dragged  roughly  when  they 
were  arrested.  As  I  watch,  one  man  is  pulled 
off  his  chair  and  then  pulls  himself  back  on 
before  he  is  wheeled  away. 

The  PWAs  are  followed  by  the  high- 
spirited  men  of  ACT  UP,  who  stride  onto 
the  plaza,  fists  raised,  chanting  “Act  up! 
Fight  back!  Fight  AIDS!”  With  their  black 
sweatshirts  emblazoned  with  large  pink 
triangles  and  the  words  “Silence  =  Death,”  it 
seems  to  me  that  theirs  is  the  kind  of  attitude 
and  energy  we’re  going  to  need  to  take  back 
home  with  us. 

With  the  day  nearly  over,  hundreds  of 
people  arrested,  others  still  waiting,  I  decide 
to  talk  to  a  few  friends  about  what  will  hap¬ 
pen  next.  “Well,  it’s  been  great  to  be  here, 
but  what’s  it  all  going  to  mean  when  we  get 
home?”  I  ask  Abe  Rybeck  of  Boston’s 
United  Fruit  Company.  “We’re  in¬ 
vigorated!  This  is  wonderful  but  the  next 
step  is  more  importantand  that  is  to  act 
locally... not  just  to  say  what  we  want,  but  to 
get  it!”  Glancing  at  his  yellow  clutch-purse 
which  matches  his  yellow  gloves,  he  adds 
“Liberation  is  in  our  clutches!”  And  then  it 
was  time  to  go  home. 

On  each  leg  of  our  trip  home  our  numbers 
dimninished,  but  I  still  kept  running  into 
people  from  the  March  and  the  spirit  was 
still  there.  We’re  not  everywhere  anymore, 
but  then  again,  I  think  we  are.  /  came  home 
a  different  lesbian  than  the  one  who  board¬ 
ed  a  plane  to  D.  C.  a  few  weeks  ago.  I  can  no 
longer  be  a  leftist  first  and  a  lesbian  second. 
The  March  has  given  me  the  courage  to 
understand  that  my  sexuality  is  at  the  center 
of  everything  /  do,  and  the  freedom  to  ex¬ 
press  myself  as  a  lesbian  is  the  desire  that 
will  drive  me  forward  to  continue  all  the 
struggles  we’ve  still  got  to  wage.  □ 


Stage 
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ferences  and  diversity.  It  is  just  that  as 
members  of  a  racially  oppressed  group,  try¬ 
ing  to  survive  in  the  poisonous  and  racist 
climate  of  the  Reagan  years,  we  cannot  af¬ 
ford  to  be  divided  from  each  other.  We  can¬ 
not  afford  to  lose  any  of  our  strengths,  our 
gifts,  and  our  capacity  to  love.  For  us  as 
Black  lesbians  and  gays,  nothing  devastates 
us  more  than  being  cut  cold  by  our  own. 

I  am  completely  confident  that  this 
challenge  will  be  met,  because  in  my  life  I 
have  seen  the  Black  community  go  through 
so  much  remarkable  and  positive  change.  1 
tell  you,  when  Jesse  Jackson  stands  with  us, 
as  he  is  today,  the  leading  Democratic  can¬ 
didate  for  President  of  the  United  States,  a 
Baptist  minister,  and  a  Black  man,  some¬ 
thing  real  good  is  happening  for  us.  I  know 
that  we  can  change. 

The  second  challenge  I  have  to  deliver  is 
to  the  white  members  of  the  lesbian  and  gay 
movement  I  challenge  you  to  grapple 
seriously  with  the  reality  of  racism  and  to 
understand  the  disastrous  impact  it  has 
upon  the  lives  of  people  of  color,  including 
lesbians  and  gay  men  of  color.  Again,  since  I 
came  out  in  1974,  I  have  seen  great  progress 
in  the  lesbian,  gay,  and  especially  the 
feminist  movements,  in  our  ability  to  bridge 
our  differences  and  in  our  capacity  to  build 
fierce  and  effective  coalitions.  But  we  still 
have  a  long,  long  way  to  go. 

This  country’s  racial  history  is  far  too 
complex  for  me  to  analyze  or  even  to 
describe  in  all  of  its  ramifications  here.  But 
there  are  two  things  I  would  like  you  to 
think  about.  First,  you  cannot  only  work  on 
the  issue  of  racism  inside  of  the  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  movement.  You  have  got  to  challenge 
and  eradicate  racial,  and  also  sexual,  and 
economic  oppression  in  the  society  as  a 
whole.  We  have  got  to  apply  our  unique 
capacity  to  love  and  to  work  tirelessly  for 
justice  to  every  single  struggle  against  op¬ 
pression  and  exploitation  in  this  country 
and  on  the  entire  globe. 

I  heard  something  very  beautiful  yester¬ 
day  at  our  National  Coalition  of  Black  Les¬ 
bians  and  Gays  meeting.  Our  executive  dir¬ 
ector,  Renee  McCoy,  who  is  also  an  or¬ 
dained  minister  in  the  Metropolitan  Com¬ 
munity  Church,  told  us  that  when  the 
Reverend  Allen  Boesak  and  the  Reverend 
Bishop  Tutu  had  the  opportunity  to  meet 


with  members  of  the  American  lesbian  and 
gay  movement  and  to  learn  about  our  work 
and  struggles,  each  of  these  men  said:  “You 
must  continue  your  work.”  If  these  Black 
leaders  against  apartheid  in  South  Africa, 
who  live  under  constant  state-imposed  ter¬ 
rorism  simply  because  of  the  color  of  their 
skin  can  support  our  movement,  I  think  we 
can  support  theirs. 

The  second  thing  you  must  understand  is 
that  principled  white  people  do  not  work 
against  racism  in  order  to  be  politically  cor¬ 
rect  or  to  do  a  favor  for  people  of  color.  You 
all  have  got  to  do  this  in  order  to  save 
yourselves.  Lillian  Smith,  the  white 
Southern  anti-racist  writer  and  activist  who 
also  lived  a  life  committed  to  women,  said  it 
best.  She  wrote:  “Back  door  treatment 
leaves  scars  on  the  soul,”  and  she  was  refer¬ 
ring  to  the  damage  racism  does  to  the  op¬ 
pressor  as  well  as  the  oppressed.  The  coali¬ 
tions  we’ve  worked  on  for  months  in  order 
to  create  this  march  are  not  just  for  today. 
They  have  to  be  for  a  lifetime,  for  many 
lifetimes. 

Building  viable  and  lasting  coalitions 
brings  me  to  my  last  topic,  which  is  freedom 
and  how  to  get  it.  As  a  radical  and  a  member 
of  this  country’s  Left,  I  have  never  been 
satisfied  with  the  goal  of  merely  acquiring 
gay  and  lesbian  rights.  A  strategy  that  relies 
solely  on  passing  laws,  or  securing  executive 
orders,  or  begging  the  straight  world  for 
grudging  tolerance  is  much  too  limited,  is 
totally  unacceptable.  What  I  am  marching 
for  and  what  we  should  all  be  marching  for 
is  not  mere  rights,  but  genuine  liberation  — 
for  freedom. 

In  order  to  achieve  that  degree  of  freedom 
this  very  system  will  have  to  be  transformed. 
We  will  need  to  build  a  new  society  where  a 
viable  basis  for  actually  abolishing  homo¬ 
phobia,  sexism,  racism,  anti-Semitism, 
ageism,  and  all  the  other  isms  exists  because 
we  have  abolished  the  fundamental, 
economically  imposed  inequality  of 
capitalism. 

Ultimately  our  freedom  is  not  going  to 
come  issuing  from  any  of  these  white  marble 
buildings  in  Washington,  D.C.,  although  we 
must  continue  to  push  the  system  for 
reforms  at  the  very  same  time  we  work  for 
revolutionary  change.  Marches  like  this  one, 
movements  like  this  one  are  built  from  the 
ground  up,  are  built  because  of  day  in,  day 
out  grassroots  activism.  If  we  remember 

Continued  on  page  12 
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Continued  from  page  1 1 

Stonewall  and  what  it  taught  us  about  a 
spontaneous  response  to  oppression  and 
violation  carried  out  by  primarily  working 
class,  Black  and  Puerto  Rican  gays  and  drag 
queens,  we  know  the  most  profound  change 
comes  when  people  empower  themselves 
and  refuse  to  bow  to  oppression.  It  does  not 
come  when  we  beg  the  powers  that  be  for  a 
tiny  sliver  of  their  pie  or  for  a  few  crumbs 
from  their  moldy  old  pie,  but  when  with  our 
principles  and  committed  activism  we  bake 
an  entirely  new  pie,  our  own  pie,  and 
demonstrate  what  actual  freedom  looks  like 
by  challenging  oppression  at  the  root. 

I  want  to  end  by  honoring  the  people  who 
have  sustained  me  and  kept  me  alive  to  do 
this  work.  Those  people  are  all  of  you,  but 
especially  my  doubly  and  triply  courageous 
gay  brothers  and  lesbian  sisters  of  color. 
There  are  a  lot  of  people  who  should  be  up 
here  speaking  to  you  today,  who  are  not 
here.  And  unfortunately,  one  reason  we  are 
not  up  here  in  all  of  our  diversity  is  that  as 
hard  as  people  of  color  have  worked  in  co¬ 
alition  to  build  today’s  march,  we  ultimately 
did  not  have  the  autonomy  and  the  power  to 
determine  as  equal  partners  the  march’s 
agenda.  There’s  a  lot  of  frustration  in 
always  being  tokens. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  speak  for  all  of 
us  as  people  of  color,  but  I  can  honor  all  of 
us:  American  Indians,  Asian  Americans, 
Latinos,  East  Indians,  Palestinians, 
Africans,  Pacific  Islanders,  Aborigines,  and 
many,  many  more  lesbians  and  gay  men  of 
color.  We  have  so  much  to  be  proud  of,  and 
although  it  usually  goes  unacknowledged, 
we  have  transformed  every  social  and  politi¬ 
cal  movement  we  have  touched.  We  have 
brought  this  country’s  painful  and  absolute¬ 
ly  necessary  dialogue  about  what  it  means  to 
be  of  color,  and  female,  and  poor,  and 
queer  to  a  much  higher  level.  We  have  left 
our  mark  on  this  part  of  the  twentieth  cen¬ 
tury.  Today  we  have  left  an  indelible  mark 
on  history.  Thank  you.D 


Irresistible 
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was  a  little  more  open  to  “diversity”  than  I 
usually  am.) 

1  hadn’t  accepted  a  ride  from  a  stranger 
since  my  old  hitchhiking  days  in  the 
’60s/early  ’70s.  That  was  a  time  when  there 
was  a  subculture  of  people  who  had  high  ex¬ 
pectations  for  the  future  and  a  certain 
generosity  toward  one  another  even  while 
they  mourned  and  furied  about  the  dead  in 
Vietnam  and  the  conditions  in  the  ghettos 
and  barrios.  It  felt  good  getting  some  of  that 
old  spirit  back  for  a  couple  of  days  in  D.C.  I 
kept  being  greeted  by  smiles  as  I  spotted 
March  buttons  and  pink  triangles  on 
people’s  lapels  and  backpacks  back  home  in 
the  days  following  the  March.  The  sense  of 
heightened  visibility  and  mutual  recognition 
also  reminded  me  of  the  days  of  the  “coun¬ 
ter-culture.”  I  hope  we  can  hang  on  to  that 
spirit.  1  know  we’re  going  to  have  to  fight 
like  hell  for  it.  But  then,  we  are  kind  of  an  ir¬ 
resistible  force,  don’t  you  think?  □ 


Sting 
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clubs,  with  names  such  as  “Freedom’s 
Choice,”  “KHF  Visualizations,”  “Candy’s 
Love  Club,”  and  “American  Hedonist 
Society.”  Many  of  the  catalogues  and  clubs 
list  European  addresses  where  the  age  of 
consent  is  as  low  as  15  or  16  and  some  forms 
of  child  pornography  are  legal. 

Civil  libertarians  claim  that  law  enforce¬ 
ment  officials  feel  free  to  use  constitutional¬ 
ly  questionable  tactics  which  often  amount 
to  entrapment.  They  argue  that  authorities 
assume  the  courts  are  not  sympathetic  to  the 
rights  of  purported  “child  pornographers” 
who  they  consider  to  be,  by  extension, 
“child  molesters.” 

Attorney  Richard  Iandoli  told  GCN  that 
there  are  many  “gray  areas”  in  judicial  in¬ 
terpretations  of  entrapment.  He  explained 
that  there  is  no  entrapment  if  there  is  a 
“reason  to  believe”  a  person  would  have 
ordered  the  child  porn  without  prompting 
by  law  enforcement  officials.  Such  a  defini¬ 
tion  becomes  unclear,  according  to  Iandoli, 
when  the  police  create  the  circumstances 


which  may  lead  a  person  into  a  course  of  ac¬ 
tion  he  or  she  would  not  have  otherwise  con¬ 
sidered. 

The  Justice  Department  claims  the  crack¬ 
down  on  child  pornography  is  supported 
not  only  by  a  majority  of  Americans  but  by 
the  courts.  According  to  Brown,  child  por¬ 
nography  enjoys  no  protection  under  the 
First  Amendment,  unlike  other  forms  of 
pornography.  She  cited  Ferber  v.  New 
York,  a  1982  case  in  which  the  Supreme 
Court  unanimously  rejected  challenges  to 
New  York’s  child  porn  statutes.  The  court 
voted  to  uphold  the  law  because  of  the  “sur¬ 
passing  interests  in  protecting  children 
against  exploitation.” 

According  to  some  gay  activists,  hysteria 
over  the  sexuality  of  children  has  led  to  an 
anti-porn  sentiment  in  the  courts  and 
legislatures.  They  cite  the  1982  Supreme 
Court  decision  and  the  1984  Child  Protec¬ 
tion  Act,  the  latter  of  which  not  only  tougens 
penalties  for  people  convicted  of  buying  or 
distributing  child  pornography,  but  makes  it 
a  crime  to  “knowingly  receive  child  pornog¬ 
raphy  which  has  been  transported  in  inter¬ 
state  commerce.”  Since  the  1984  law  was 
enacted,  arrests  of  purported  child  por¬ 
nographers  and  buyers  have  increased 
dramatically,  according  to  Brown.  She  said, 
however,  that  the  increase  has  been  at  least 
in  part  due  to  the  emphasis  Meese  has  placed 
on  the  anti-pornography  campaign. 

Activists  said  the  National  Obscenity 
Enforcement  Unit  amounts  to  nothing  more 
than  a  political  front  for  the  promotion  of 
the  Reagan  administration’s  agenda  on 
social  issues.  They  claim,  for  example,  that 
if  Meese  were  truly  interested  in  stopping 
pornography,  he  would  concentrate  on 
manufacturers  rather  than  on  individual 
users  of  pornography.  They  also  question 
Meese’s  concern  for  children,  claiming  he 
pays  little  or  no  attention  to  problems  such 
as  poverty  and  lack  of  education. 

“The  government  attempts  to  sound  like 
they  are  protecting  people,  while  they  are 
really  trying  to  control  people  and  control 
homosexuality,”  said  Reeves.  He  added  that 
Meese  is  also  pushing,  with  considerable 
Congressional  support,  to  increase  the  age 
of  consent  to  21. 

□  filed  from  Boston 


Bulge 
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the  work  of  the  March.  Kick  suggested  fun¬ 
ding  the  Fairness  Fund,  a  national  political 
action  organization.  Walters  suggested  fun¬ 
ding  organizations  like  the  National  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Task  Force. 

Who  should  distribute  the  money? 

“The  March  Steering  Committee  should 
make  the  decision,  as  opposed  to  a  few  peo¬ 
ple  who  happen  to  be  running  the  show  in 
Washington,”  said  Craig  Bates  from  Atlan¬ 
ta.  The  Steering  Committee,  which  first  met 
in  January  of  this  year,  is  made  up  of  64 
representatives  from  different  regions  of  the 
U.S.,  specific  interest  groups  and  national 
organizations. 

The  money  should  be  distributed  by  an  ad 
hoc  committee  set  up  to  coordinate  the  pro¬ 
cess,  suggested  the  Boston  group.  The  com¬ 
mittee  would  be  comprised  of  newly-elected 
representatives  from  each  of  the  March 
organizing  regions  and  members  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  People  of  Color  Task  Force  and  the 
Civil  Disobedience  Task  Force. 

“We  feel  that  a  new  group  needs  to  be 
established  that  would  be  more  represen¬ 
tative  and  democratic  than  the  existing  ex¬ 
ecutive  and  steering  committees,  which  were 
chosen  really  early  on  in  the  March  before  a 
lot  of  people  got  involved,”  said  Wechsler, 
from  the  Boston  group. 

A  number  of  other  people  who  spoke  to 
GCN,  including  Ostberg,  maintained  that 
although  the  Executive  Committee  should 
consult  with  Steering  Committee  members, 
it  should  ultimately  decide  how  the  money 
will  be  distributed.  “The  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  has  no  interest  other  than  doing  the 
best  possible  thing  for  our  community,” 
said  Ostberg.  The  success  of  the  morning 
rally,  organized  by  the  People  of  Color  Task 
Force,  is  evidence  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mitee’s  ability  to  be  “inclusive,”  she 
stressed.  □ 
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JOHN  GRAVES 
PhD. 

13  Years  Gay  Affirmative  Counseling 
for  the  Community 


Phone 

(617) 

266-20' 


69 


42  THE  FENWAY 
BOSTON  MA02215 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 


790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON.  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 


Violence  and  Abuse 

are  not  just  straight  problems. 
Lovers  curse  each  other,  get 
beaten  up,  put  each  other 
down,  too.  Your  relationship 
doesn’t  have  to  be  filled  with 
fear  and  frustration. 

Help  is  available. 

South  End 
Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street, 

Boston 
437-9643 


HELPFUL  HEALTHCARE 

JUjUr"  FENWAY 
^  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

*  .Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  • 

*  HtV  Education  &  Testing  Program  • 

»  General  Medicine  •  Women's  Health  • 

•  Alternative  Insemination  •  Mental  Health  • 

•  Gay  &  Lesbian  Victim  Recovery  Program  • 

•  Nutrition  •  Dermatology  •  Geriatrics  • 

•  Podiatry  • 

by  appointment 

267-7573 

HIV  267-0159 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115 

15  YEARS  SERVING 
.  HE  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 

•  quality  care  •  research  •  health  education  • 

•  confidential  • 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 

Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 

Congress  St. 

P.O.  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 

Orleans/Brewster 
Office  Park 
E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 

Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


Newbury  Veterinary 
Clinic 

Bruce  R.  Weiner, 
V.M.D. 

272  Huntington  Avenue 
Boston,  MA  02115 
near  Symphony  &  Mass  Ave  T 

Office  Hours  by  Appointment 

Call  266-9269 


Friday  Night 
Stuffing  Party! 


Each  and  every  Friday  night  at 

Gay  Community  News 

62  Berkeley  St.  (617 )426-4469 


Lady  Jane’s 
Inn 

617-487-3387 

•  Spacious  rooms  with  private  baths 

•  Separate  outside  entrances 

•  Complimentary  continental  breakfast 

•  Free  parking,  airport  pick-up 

•  Conveniently  and  centrally  located 

•  Newly  constructed  in  1986 

•  Woman  owned  and  operated 

7  Central  Street 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund  & 
Associates,  P.C. 

David  R.  Lund,  Janice  Platner, 
Barbara  Macy,  Michael  F.  Harrington 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning  • 
Real  Estate  Transactions  •  Domestic 
Relations  •  Discrimination  •  Probate 
of  Estates  •  Defense  of  Drunk 
Drivers  •  Business  Representation  • 
Relationship  agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation  •  General  Practice  of  Law  • 
Condominium  Conversion 

529  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
617-266-0760 


GAYELL0W  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973.  Accom¬ 
modations,  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc.,  etc.,  etc. .  (area  codes 
and  zip  codes  too!) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama,  Arkansas,  N.  &  S. 
Carolina,  Florida,  Georgia,  Kansas,  Kentucky,  Louisiana. 
Mississippi,  Missouri,  New  Mexico,  Oklahoma,  Puerto 
Rico,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Virginia. 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4,50;  Connecticut,  Delaware, 
District  of  Columbia,  Maine,  Maryland,  Massachusetts, 
New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Ver¬ 
mont,  W,  Virginia. 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Village  Station,  NY,  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail;  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential.  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  for  further  information,  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope.  Please 
contact  us  for  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books,  598  Yonge  St.,  Toronto,  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


PERSONALS  HELP  WANTED 


FOR  WOMEN  ONLY 

DIAL  1-550-9036 

Group  and  Private 
Conversation. 

Community  Interest 
Programming 
Exclusively 
for  Womfin 

AMONG  FRIENDS 

FOR  WOMEN  ONLY 
1-550-9036 

.20  lstmin./.IOea.min. 

evenings  8pm- 11pm 


DR.  FEELGOOD 

I  need  a  love  injection  to  cure  my  infection.  Only  a 
house  call  will  do.  Please  come  soon. _ (17) 

24  year  old  GWM  wants  to  meet  gay  teenagers,  for 
friendship  now  maybe  safe  sex  later.  I  live  near  Lowell, 
but  will  travel  for  the  right  guy.  Letter  to  P.O.  Box  1006 
Littleton,  MAPI 460. _ (17) 

Attractive,  professional  lesbian  35  who’s  humorous, 
loyal,  responsible,  giving,  affectionate,  considerate, 
warm  seeks  woman  of  heart  and  soul.  Age,  race,  size  not 
important  but  the  heart  is  important  PBox  255. _ (18) 

LF  34  looking  for  companion  or  friend.  1  live  25  miles 
north  of  Boston.  I’m  interested  in  someone  who  like  the 
home  life,  but  also  who  likes  to  go  out  occasionally  for  a 
few  drinks.  1  like  the  theatre,  ocean,  out  to  dinner,  etc. 
If  you  would  like  to  know  me  better  write  to:  Haverhill 
P.O.  Box  457,  Haverhill,  MA  01831.  (17) 

BE  P.  C. 

DO  YOU  HAVE  A  PC  TO  DONATE! 

GCN  is  looking  for  a  few  good  IBM  compatible  com¬ 
puters:  PC,  XT,  or  AT,  floppies  or  hard  disk,  new  or 
used— we’re  not  too  fussy.  GCN  is  non-profit;  donations 
are  tax-deductible.  Call  Steve  Dyer  at  253-0127  (w)  or 
Nancy  Wechsler  at  623-5110  (w)  or  776-9252  (h),  (19) 

LF,  24,  athletic,  sensitive,  too  complex  to  be  covered  in 
three  short  lines.  Basically  happy  but  feeling  a  void. 
Loking  for  similar  LF  to  share  everything  from  bike 
rides  to  political  discussions.  No  drugs/smoke.  Box  254. 
_ (18) 

Gay  guy  wants  to  exchange  letters  with  AIDS  guys  who 
are  lonely.  I’m  at:  Joe  Sampiere,  Jr,  207  Seymour  Ave, 
Derry,  Ct  06418. _ 07) 

Newly  gay  WM,  34,  writer  seeks  discreet  younger  lover. 
(Will  consider  non-recprocator.(  Prefer  no  facial/light 
body  hair.  Picture  helpful.  P.O.  Box  392,  Watertown, 
MA  02272. _ 07) 

Free.  Three  wondercats  need  lovings  homes.  Their  dykes 
are  moving  to  Oregon.  Please  help.  Call  Jude/Paula 
626-2894.  Also  '79  Toyota  Corolla  sportcoupe  for  sale- 
great  green  car,  $130Q/bo.  (17) 

LONELY  DYKE  AD 

Politicall  progressive,  chubby  Lesbian  with  varied  in¬ 
terests,  lately  into  the  “sex  debates”  and  exploring 
spirituality.  Looking  for  a  woman  who’s  accepted  her 
sexual  identity  &  won’t  mess  with  my  head.  30’s  and  40’s 
age  group.  Box  253. _ 07) 

MICHAEL  P.  SMITH! 

Steve  Murphy  is  looking  for  you.  Please  call  me  at  (703) 
660-9578  or  write  7138  Toiliver  Street,  Alexandria,  VA 
22306.  I  MISS  YOU! _ (17) 

Just  because  the  summer’s  over,  doesn’t  mean  you  can’t 
lay  out.  Join  the  effervescent  crew  at  GCN  every  Thurs¬ 
day  night  from  7-midnight.  We’ll  train  you,  feed  you 
great  food,  you  know  you’ll  love  it.  Call  (617)  426-4469 
for  details. _ (17) 

LIVE  PHONE  CONFERENCE 

Talk  with  up  to  8  gay  men  in  the  Philadelphia  area  free 
of  charge.  The  man  you’ve  been  waiting  to  meet  could 
be  on  our  phone  line.  1-215-471-0463. _ (22) 

Clncut,  clnshavn,  working  GWM  18-26  or  studnt  wntd 
as  houseboy/even  lover!  Own  lux  room,  cable  TV,  air, 
fone,  off  street  prkng,  ww  on  MBTA  line  (Bost).  No 
smokng,  Abs  safe  sex!  436-4533.  Bob. _ (17) 

BODIES  BY  GOD 

Hunks,  swimmers,  athletes. 

Outcalls  now  in  all  U.S.  cities.  Work  in  any  city.)  Call 
Scott  at  215-668-8898  between  llam-2am.  (Also  hiring. 
Earn  $60  +  /hr.) 

_  (47) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Mount  Holyoke  College  Lesbian  Alumnae  network! 
Join  over  150  womyn  around  the  world!  Send  long 
SASE  to  D.  Albino,  32  Elm  street,  Cambridge,  MA 
02139. _ (17) 

GAY  JEWS  WORKING  IN  JEWISH  COMM. 

Second  annual  conference  for  gay  and  lesbian  Jews 
working  professionally  in  the  Jewish  community  being 
held  winter  1987.  Strictly  confidential,  for  more  infor¬ 
mation,  write  to  Ameinu,  P.O.  Box  281,  Jcnkintown, 
PA  19046. _ yy) 

HIV5  AFFINITY  GROUP 

Join  others  exploring  living  with  HIV  infection.  Weklv 
peer-group  meetings  to  improve  the  present  and  future 
of  HIV'  people.  Strictly  confidential  membership. 
Don’t  wait  for  the  next  shoe  to  fall,  call  POSITIVE 
DIRECTIONS,  a  non-therapulic,  not-for-profit 
organization  at  353-1070.  (17) 

WOMAN-IDENTIFIED  JEWELRY 

Designs  in  sterling  &  14k,  amethyst  &  moonstone.  3pp 
color  catalog  $1.  Lizzie  Brown,  PO  Box  389-G,  Brim- 
field.MA  01010. _ _ _ _ (21) 

NASTY  POLITICS 

Unbelievably  filthy  but  politically  correct  videos,  pix, 
newsletter.  Head/body  shaves,  bondage,  enemas,  SM, 
TT,  VA  fetishes  galore.  All  male,  all  nasty,  all  hot,  but 
all  safer  sex.  Free  personal  ads,  free  info:  TR  Witomski, 
41  Bonnaire,  Toms  River,  NJ  08757.  Models,  writers, 
artists,  lawyers  wanted:S$$ _ (20) 

EDITORIAL  HELP. 

Volunteers  needed  to  edit  copy,  answer  correspondence, 
perform  general  office  tasks.  Time  commitment:  2  hrs 
weekly  minimum.  Weekdays  &  Thurs.  and  Fri.  nights; 
possible  take  home  work.  Call  Stephanie,  426-4469.  (C) 

GET  PUBLISHED! 

GCN's  news  depi  seeks  a  volunteer 
to  write  news  notes.  News  writing  experience  not 
necessary.  5  hr/week  (flexible).  Call  Jennie  at  426-4469 
for  more  info.  _ (C) 


OFFICE  CLEANERS 

Mon-Fri:  6pm-  10pm 
Excellent  positions  in 
Burlington,  Waltham,  Lexington,  Concord 

CARPET  CLEANING 
TECHNICIAN 

Full  and  part  time 
Excellent  salary  plus  benefits 

861-6699 


STOP  US-INTERVENTION  IN  CENTRAL 
AMERICA!Fundraise  for  political  changes  by  phone! 
3-4  evenings/wk,  $7/hr,  sales/political  experience 
helpful.  Call  NECAN  491-4205! _  (18) 

INDEPENDENT  LIVING 

Inovative  apartment  based  transitional  living  program 
seeks  creative  people  for  full  and  half  time  positions 
asisting  disabled  individuals  in  skills  training/advocacy. 
Moday  through  Friday,  no  overnights.  Competetive 
salary,  benefits.  Degree,  experience  working  with  people 
with  disabilities  preferred.  Call  Jim  Ansart,  522-9095. 

_ 09) 

Two  job  opeingsg  at  the  Syracuse  Peace  Council:  Pro¬ 
duction  coordinator  of  monthly  PEACE  NEWSLET¬ 
TER  and  Office  Staffperson.  $150/week  plus  health  in¬ 
surance  and  vacation,  December  15  deadline.  Contact 
SPC,  924  Burnet  Ave.,  Syracuse,  NY  13203, 
315-472-5478  for  application. _ (17) 

DEVELOPMENT  DIRECTOR 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders  (GLAD) 
seeks  a  Development  Director  to  coordinate  all  areas  of 
fundraising  including  direct  mail,  major  donors,  and 
special  events.  Strong  writing  skills  necessary.  Develop¬ 
ment  and  solicitation  experience  preferred.  GLAD  is  an 
affirmative  action/equal  opportunity  employer. 
Resumes  to  GLAD,  P.O.  Box  218  Boston,  MA  02112. 

_ (18) 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders  seeks  part- 
time  office  person  -  word  processing,  typing  and  general 
office  work.  15  -  20  hours/week,  $6. 50/hour.  Call  Sterl- 
ing  at  426-1350. _ (17) 

PERSONAL  CARE  ASSISTANT  (Part-Time) 

2  positions  available.  Personal  care  assistant  for  disabled 
writer  in  the  JP  area:  (1)  Mon-Fri,  5-7pm;  (2)  10  hours 
on  weekends.  No  lifting  necesary,  but  prefer  those  with 
strength.  Experience  not  necessary.  Will  train,  but  need 
reliable,  committed  assistance.  Most  PCA’s  work  with 
me  one  or  two  years.  Please  respond  only  if  you’ll  be  in 
Boston  for  one  year.  $6. 30/hour,  no  taxes  taken.  Call 
232-5956  eves.  Let  phone  ring. _ (17) 

PERSONAL  CARE  FOR  INTERESTING, 
DISABLED  LESBIAN 

I  am  very  political,  1  write.  I’m  a  therapist,  artist  and 
very  disabled.  I  need  someone  Friday  8:30  am  through 
Monday  8:30  am  (72  hours)  to  bathe,  dress,  lift,  feed, 
drive  and  help  me  do  my  thing.  $270.00  per  weekend. 
Work  every  weekend  or  alternate  weekends.  Call  Connie 
at  524-0921 .  Non-smoker  preferred. _ (|8) 

BE  THE  FIRST  TO  KNOW  THE  DIRT 
...about  Boston  events  of  interest  to  lesbians  and  gay 
men,  be  a  part  of  your  community  lesbian  and  gay,  anti¬ 
racist,  feminist  newspaper  and  get  your  name  in  print. 
Yes,  you  too  can  be  a  GCN  volunteer  newswriter.  Write 
about  a  broad  range  of  events  or  pick  your  beat  — 
-anarchist  queers,  sex  politics,  political  organizing  by 
people  of  color,  electoral  politics,  AIDS  in  the  Black 
community,  lesbian  activists,  bars  and  anything  else  you 
could  possibly  imagine.  Journalism  experience  not  re- 
quired.  Cali  Kim  at  GCN,  426-4469. _ (C) 


USS  FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH 
CENTER 

VICTIM 

ADVOCATE/ 

COUNSELOR 

Half-time  position  to  work  with 
gay  and  lesbian  crime  victims, 
providing  direct  crisis  intervention, 
advocacy,  outreach  and  support  to 
victims;  coordinating  with  police, 
courts,  and  service  agencies.  Ad¬ 
vocacy  and  counseling  experience 
preferred.  Send  resume  to:  Coor¬ 
dinator ,  Victim  Recovery  Project. 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 
16  HAVILAND  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02115 


FOR  SALE 


IMMUNE  SYSTEM 

NATURAL  NUTRITIVE  PROTECTION 

Now  you  can  help  to  protect  your  immune  custom  better 
than  vou  ever  could  before!  l  or  into.  &  UcluiK-Wrife: 
M.  Woods.  Box  161 164,  ft.  Worth.  Texas  76161.  (19) 


SERVICES 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  ‘Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR.  MD 

1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


MASS  BAY  COUNSELING  ASSOC 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  739-7832 

_ COPLEY  SQUARE _ 

ROOMMATE  WANTED 

Boston 

Roommate 

GAY  LISTINGS. 

Get  to  know  your  next  roommate 
and  apartment  before  getting  run 
down  with  endless  interviews. 

List  your  apartment  —  FREE! 

Copley  Square  266-3636 

755  Boylston,  Suite  702 

F,  27,  seeks  2  quiet,  responsible,  non-homophobic,  non¬ 
heterophobic  people  to  form  warm,  friendly,  semi-veg, 
semi-coop  in  3  bdrm,  Somerville  apt.  No  pets,  $250  + . 
Call  Anne  666-1267. _ (17) 

Share  sunny  apt  near  Newburyport  Ctr  with  GM.  2 
frpls,  hdwd  firs,  w/d,  prkng.  No  smokers.  $350  +  .  Avail 
now,  465-2357, _ (17) 

HOME  ON  A  HILL 

Come  share  beautiful  Mission  Hill  apt.  with  me,  my  dog 
&  cat.  Music,  books,  good  food,  plants.  LF  or  BiF 
welcome,  must  be  comfortable  w/both.  No 
smoke/drugs/alcohol;  must  love  pets  &  be  30 +.  Back 
porch,  w/d/d.  Its  a  real  home.  $350  +  .  277-5835.  (***) 

MEDFORDfSOMERVILLE 

2  LF  seek  2  roommates  for  large  4  br  in  Medford.  Quiet 
St,  close  to  Tufts,  T.  $200+.  Avail  12/1.  395-8257 
(leave  message).  _ _ (17) 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 
AD 

□ 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate”  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 

HOLISTIC  COMMUNE 

Gav  men’s  holistic  commune  now  expanding.  An  ex¬ 
citing  experience  of  a  totally  new  culture.  I’.O.  Box  80, 
STN.  !L.  Ottawa.  ON  K1P6C3.  (17) 

Prof.  Lesbian  27  seeks  same  as  housemate  for  3 
bedroom  Worcester  home.  No  pets,  no  smoke,  no  drugs 
and  very  neat.  Close  to  Mass  Pike.  Ref.  a  must  call  for 
interview.  Avail  Dec  I ,  $375.00.  792-1440.  (20) 

Room  without  a  closet  for  someone  out  of  the  closet. 
Small  warm  room  in  J.P.  $210  incl  heat.  Avail  Nov 
15th.  No  pets.  Call  Tamsin,  day  442-9322,  Laura  eves. 
524-1874. _  (18) 

NEWTON 

Prof  LF  seeks  responsible  LF  27-37  to  share  2  BR  duples 
in  Newtonville,  off  Pike.  Off  street  pkg,  close  to  T, 
wood  floors,  dw,  storage,  large  sunny  rooms  on  3  levels, 
yard.  Very  nice,  convenient  area.  $400/mnth  +  Vi 
utilities.  Av  in  Nov.  969-7325. _ (16) 


Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


My  heading  is 


FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


My  text  is;  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


J 


Need  more  room!  |ust  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  25 1  per  word  (354  per  word  for  business  ads). 

Basic  cost 

□  Non-business  rate:  254  @  word  ($7.00  min.) 

□  Business  rate:  354  @  word  ($9.80  min.) 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs  $_ _ 


Special  heading 

I  J  Flamer  ($3.00  x  . 
IJ  Bold  ($1. 50  x. 


_ number  of  runs)  $ _ 

.  number  of  runs)  $ _ 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $ _ 

Discounts 

[  J  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $  — 
!  J  21-30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $  — 
i  J  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduci  20%  $  — 

!'J  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $  — 

I J  I’m  giving  a  gift  subscription.  Deduct  $2  $  — 

Subtotal  $ _ 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $  — 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $ — . 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $  _ 

□  I  want  to  give  a  gi  ft  subscription !  $ 

US:  $33;  Canada:  $45.  Institutional  rate:  $40. 
Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□$15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $15  $ _ 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  fl  ANNOUNCEMENTS  !  I  HELP  WANTED 

I  I  ROOMMATE  WANTED  f.  J  HOUSING  WANTED 

I  ]  APARTMENTS  f  1  SUMMER  RENTALS  1  RESORTS 

II  FOR  SALE  !  J  PUBLICATIONS  I  I  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  IJ  RIDES  II  MOVERS  (i  OTHER 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 


Name 

Address 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip 


Phone  (_ 


Total  $ 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


BLF  &  JLF,  27  &  28,  sk  LF  25  +  for  quiet  street  near 
Davis  Sq  T.  We  are  friendly,  communicative  political, 
independent,  semi-coop,  w/d,  porch,  piano.  Avail 
11/15.  S270,  sorry  no  pets/smoke.  776-8405. _ (17) 

JP  GF  29  seeks  same  25  + .  I  or  2  rooms  $350/$400 
negotiable  incl  HtHW.  Have  cat,  no  more  pets.  Prfr 
nonsmkr,  indep,  resp,  perm/temp.  Rochelle  524-0754. 

_ (17) 

3  LFs  and  cat  seek  LF  27  +  for  spacious  4  bedroom 
house  with  yard,  Inman  Sq.  Somerville.  Non-smoker 
wanted  for  semi-coop,  politically  progressive,  indepen¬ 
dent  household.  $182  +  .  Available  11/1  or  12/1. 
876-6189. _ (17) 

LF  and  dog  seek  same  to  share  4  bedroom  house  in  safe, 
quiet,  multi-racial  neighborhood  on  Dorchester/Mat- 
tapan  line,  convenient  to  Ashmont.  Prefer  graduate  stu¬ 
dent  or  working  lesbian  over  25.  Child  &  pets  welcome. 
$300  +  1/3  utilities.  Call  evenings  296-241 1 
_ (17) 

LF  seeks  same  26+  for  quiet  sunny  2  bdrm  apt.  Teele 
Square,  Somerville.  Petless,  smokeless  $250+. 
628-3216.  07) 

LYNN-S’SCOTT-BEACH 

GWM  with  2  mellow  cats  seeks  same  for  sunny  6-Rm 
furnished  apt.  Near  1-A,  bus,  train,  beach,  malls.  Nice 
neighborhood.  $260  +  .  No  lease  or  deposit.  UB  neat, 
responsible,  independent,  discreet,  non-smoker.  Call 

Peter,  595-1237 _ (17) 

Neat,  porfessional  male,  26,  seeks  roommate  to  share 
pleasant,  modern  2BR.  Good  location,  near  Orange  line 
and  Gren  lines.  $380+.  Leave  message  at  536-6636  or 
try  Ron  at  495-5125. _ (17) 

LF  32  has  sunny  JP  apt  in  gay-owned  house  w/1  room 
open  Dec  1 .  Rent  is  $275  +  .  Feminist,  coop  home.  Non- 
smkg.  Open  to  pets.  522-4368. _ _ (17) 

Two  LF  seek  30+  stable,  cooperative,  considerate  LF 
with  sense  of  humor  for  Cambridge  single  family  house, 
yard,  good  energy.  Non-smoker,  cat  negotiable. 

Nov/Dec.  $208  +  .  354-3399.  _ (17) 


HOUSING  WANTED 


BRIDGEWATER 

LF  grad  student  B.S.C  seeks  rom  or  house  to  share  in 
immed.  area.  Quiet,  non-smoking,  responsible.  Call 
Sheila,  477-6490. _ (18) 

WANTED  1-2  BDRM  APT 

LF  &  well-trained  girl  dog  want  to  rent  a  1-2  bdrm  apt  in 
the  JP  area.  We  are  non-smokers,  non  alcohol/drug 
users  who  are  financially  stable  and  fairly  quiet.  We  can 
move  anytime.  Kathleen  522-8536, _ (18) 

GM  30,  Mass  native  looking  for  home  and  1  or  2  honest, 
friendly,  considerate  roommate(s)  G/st.  Prefer  128  to 
495  area,  need  parking,  longterm  situation.  Call  lan 
before  10pm,  894-1 149.  (18) 


APARTMENTS 

LESBIAN  ROOMING  HOUSE 

Historic  l  esbian  Rooming  House  in  Northampton.  MA 
seeks  responsible  mature  women  to  fill  vacancies. 
Shared  kitchen,  common  area,  and  bathrooms. 
$2<)0.00/monih.  lor  information,  call  Sally. 
413-586-7440. _ (22) 

DAVIS  SQUARE  I  BDRM 

Available  Nov.  15  or  earlier.  Large,  sunny  bedroom,  liv- 
ingroom,  d/d.  w/d  in  basement,  CATV.  A/C.  gal 
h/hw.  Heart  of  Davis  Square,  steps  from  Redline. 
$525/mo.  Call  Dan.  62y-29l5,  or  davlime  at  426-4469. 

_ H7) 

ORGANIZATIONS 


GAY  YOUTH  COMMUNITY  FUND 

Sponsors  of  youth/student  projects  send  tax-deductable 
donations  payable  to:  GYCC/Capp  St.  Foundation. 
Mail  to:  GYCF,  22 1 5-R  Market  St.,  Suite 479,  San  Fran- 
cisco,  CA  94114. _ (15.30) 

JEWISH  LESBIAN  DAUGHTERS 
OF  HOLOCAUST  SURVIVORS 

We  meet  for  support  &  networking  and  welcome  con¬ 
tact  from  other  Jewish  Lesbian  Daughters  of  Holocaust 
Survivors.  The  next  meeting  is  scheduled  for  November 
1 3th- 1 5th ,  in  upstate  New  Hampshire.  A  partners  group 
has  also  been  formed  for  lesbian  women  who  are  in  rela¬ 
tionship  with  JLDHS.  Membership  is  not  dependent  on 
both  partners.  For  information,  write  Box  6194,  Boston, 
MA  021 14  or  call  (61 7)  321 -4254. _ (15.49) 

OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174, _ (15.48) 

DAUGHTERS  OF  BILITIS 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151  Mass  Ave, 
Camb.  OCBC.  Raps  every  Tues,  Thurs  at  8:pm.  Special 
raps  for  35 +  ,  parents,  ynger  women,  baby  boomers, 
singles,  coming  out,  issues  forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly 
events,  outing  club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to  paticipate. _ (15.35) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  941 14. 
_ (V16.1) 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 

Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:30.  Women’s  meeting  at  6.  Call  497-8282 
for  info, _ (14.32) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

A  support  group  for  intergenerational  relationships.  For 
more  information  send  $1  to:  NAMBLA-GCNAD  at 
537  Jones  ST.  NO  8418,  S.F.  CA  94102  of  PO  Box  174, 
New  York,  New  York  10018.  \  (15.23) 


PUBLICATIONS 


THE  PEOPLE 

Marxist  biweekly.  Since  1891.  Indroductory  special  $1/4 
months.  The  People.  (GCN)  Box  50218,  Palo  Alto,  CA 
94303. _ _ (19) 

BLACK/OUT 

The  new  quarterly  magazine  from  the  National  coalition 
of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays,  features  news,  views, 
reviews,  poetry,  short  fiction  and  announcements  of  in¬ 
terest  to  the  national  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  communi¬ 
ty.  Sample  copy,  $4,  1  yr.  subscription,  (4  issues)  $10. 
To:  Black/Out:,  NCBLG,  P.O.  Box  2490,  Washington, 
DC  20013. _  (ex) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  -263G,  SF,  CA  941 14. 
_ (V15.2I) 

GUARDI  AN:  Independent  radical  newsweekly.  Covers 

Gay,  women  and  minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer -4  issues  FREE.  Write 
Guardian,  Dept  GCN,  33W  17th  St.  NY.  NY.  1001 1 . _ (ex) 

off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist  journalism.  We 
bring  feminist  national/  international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11  issues.  ($15  for  con¬ 
tributing  subs)  $20  institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  our  backs’  Dept  GCN,  1841  Columbia 
Rd.  NW,  Room  212  Washington,  DC  20009. _ (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

National  journal  of  woman-to-woman  S/M.  Diverse 
feminist  quarterly  of  S/M  fact,  fiction  and  photos. 
$11  /yr.  Single  issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info.  PO  Box  23,  Somerville  MA  02143.  (ex) 
WOMAN  OF  POWER:  A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
singles  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885.  (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for 
lesbians,  is  48  pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  time¬ 
ly  sexual  advice  and  news  colums.  We  are  quarterly,  na¬ 
tional,  unique  and  provacative.  $15/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94142.  _ (ex) 


RESORTS 


TRAVEL 


“HISTORIC  NICARAGUA” 

Jan.  2-12  travel  throughout  Nicaragua  with  Karl 
Bermann-Author,  Under  the  Big  Stick:  Nicaragua  and 
the  United  States  since  1848. (South  End  Press,  1986).  A 
gay  translator/escort  will  accompany  the  Tour.  For  in¬ 
formation  contact:  Tropical  Tours  2330  W.  Third  St. 
Suite  4,  Los  Angeles,  CA.  90057.  Tel.  (203)  389-4123, 
(800)  421-5040.  In  CA  (800)  854-5858, _ (18) 


MIKE’S  GUEST  HOUSE 

STOCKBRIDGE.MASSACHUSETTS 

Your  Bed  and  Breakfast  in  the  Berkshires  -  open  year 
round  -  singles  and  couples  welcome  -  Call  for  rate  and 
reservations.  (413)  298-4095 . _ (17) 

WHITE  MOUNTAIN  MAGIC 

Come  experience  spectacular  fall  foliage,  party  in 
costume  at  Halloween, or  joins  us  for  the  holidays.  We 
celebrate  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  with  great  food 
and  good  cheer.  With  great  hiking,  super  skiing,  and 
serious  relaxing  anytime,  we’re  here  for  you  year 
’round.  Hot  tub.  Cross  country  skiing  on  our  100 
private  acres.  Downhill  skiing  and  sleigh  rides  nearby. 
The  Highlands  Inn,  Box  118G,  Bethlehem,  NH  03574. 
(603)869-3978.  Grace  and  Judi,  Innkeeers. 

New  England’s  Biggest  and  Best  Gay  Inn! 

_ (19) 

CHECK  ER  OUT 

AT  THE  CHECKER  INN 

Double  rooms,  coffee  by  fireside,  parking.  Apartments 
also  available.  1  block  to  bay,  open  year’round. 
487-9029,  25  Winthrop  St.,  P’town,  MA  02657  (20) 


MOVERS 


From  $18  /  hr. 

•  MAXI-VANS 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 

236-1848 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

new  &  used  boxes  delivered 
packing  and  storing 

522-0826 


(15.20) 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
v  Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
_ MPDU  Number  23733 _ (1) 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU  #25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234  (15.1) 

ALL  AMERICAN  MOVERS 

Careful,  Quick  &  Kind 
Store,  Pack,  Move-Home  &  Office 
Mention  this  ad  for  a  discount 
(  Russ  321-7037  or  322-7373  Pat  (V15.16) 


<?? 


B  I’m  pure  butch  and  I’m  looking  for  the  perfect 
1  lady.  I  like  all  types  of  things,  sex  especially.  So 
s  see  it’s  open  season  with  me  and  I’m  shooting 
S  all  those  that  want  to  be  shot.  (1  cannot  write 
I  other  prisoners.)  Marilyn  WALKER,  728779, 
g  Box  8540 — 241,  Pembroke  Pines,  FL  33024, 

g|  I’d  like  to  express  some  of  my  views  in  the  GCN 

■  (thank  you  for  sending  it!)  but  right  now  I’d 
g  like  to  ask  to  be  put  in  your  penpal  space. 
I  Please  write  Sheila  SHERTZ,  Box  700, 
-  Mitchellville  1A  50169. _ 

1  wonder  when  I  will  be  free? 

Will  someone  please  see  about  me? 

1  can  be  sweet  and  sometimes  kind, 

Somebody,  help  me  with  this  time 
Lonely  and  sad,  need  someone  bad 
to  talk  to.  Patricia  JOHNSON,  6930,  Box 
180,  Muncy  PA  17756.  (Sorry,  bul  can’t  write 
to  other  prisoners.) _ 

31  years  old,  born  under  Sagittarius,  my  in¬ 
terests  include  art,  photography,  and  music. 
Seeking  a  lesbian  friend  inside  or  out  for  serious 
friendship  or  more.  Looking  forward  to  hearing 
from  someone.  Alicea  ALEXANDER,  Box 
7007,  Carson  Citv  NV  89702 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


FAG  RAG  only  comes  out  once  a  year.  It  is  VERY  lewd, 
sexy,  and  generally  disliked  by  mailroom  and  other  strait/ 
(narrow)  jerks.  It  is  NOT  like  'In  Touch'  with  pics  of  squeaky 
clean  young  things  standing  around  in  front  of  colored  paper 
looking  bored,  so  if  your  cage-keepers  don't  like 
QUEER— FAGGOT  sex  (stories,  poems  and  pics),  where 
there  is  plenty  of  outrageous  'contact',  then  DON’T  ask  for 
FR.  If  you  can  get  such  fine  trash,  then  please  write  Mike  at 
GCN  and  be  ready  to  be  PATIENT  &  WAIT  (til  postage  and 
time  can  be  got  together  to  mail  some). 

Only  4  issues  are  now  available:  40,  41,  42/43,  and  44.  If 
you  want  one  or  two  and  have  checked  to  be  sure  that  your 
mailroom  will  allow  them  in,  drop  me  a  line,  and  I’ll  send 
what  I  can,  depending  on  how  many  of  you  ask.  ('easy  in  the 
raw')(strong  and  sweet)(now  and  thenllsmile) 


Gay  Prisoners  &  Protective  Custody 
Write  GCN  Prisoner  Project,  62  Berkeley, 
Boston  MA  02!  16,  for  a  copy  of  the  legal  issues 
&  cases  on  getting  into  PC  (if  you  want),  and  on 
getting  out  of  PC  (or  Ad  Seg  or  whatever 


ABOUT  TO  GET  OUT??? 

GCN  would  like  to  start  putting  prisoners  in 
touch  with  each  other  about  prisoner  ‘ projects  ’ 
you  could  get  together  on  (with  other  ex-cons  or 
with  outsiders)  once  you're  out.  Please  let  us 
hear  about  your  readiness  to  do  something  for 
gay  men  and  lesbians  still  in  the  cages.  The  idea 
here  is  to  put  you  in  touch  with  each  other, 
NOT  to  have  the  GCN  Prisoner  Project  (which 
is  already  MUCH  overworked  and  spread  too 
thin!)  do  these  things.  We  need  LOTS  of 
prisoner  projects  in  this  country,  not  just  one. 


I’m  23  and  still  learning.  From  what  I  see  gay 
people  are  the  nicest  people  around  and  I  would 
iike  to  understand  why  people  don’t  accept 
them  more  (I’m  not  gay  myself).  1  see  pictures 
of  God's  angels  doing  things  the  priests  say  you 
shouldn’t  do.  1  would  iike  to  learn  more  about 
where  gays  are.  Thank  vou.  Jonathan 
KIRKLAND,  38243-066,  Box  1000,  Marion  IL 
62959. 


TO  ALL  THOSE,  IN  &  OUT  OF  PRISON, 

!  WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE. 

I  Alexander  Berkman,  Prison  Memoirs  of  an  Anarchist 

I 

1  GCN  GAY  &  LESBIAN  PRISONER  PROJECT 
g  We  send  free  GCNs,  books  (when  they  are 
m  donated  and  money  for  postage  is  available)  and 
1  run  free  penpal  ads  for  gay  &  lesbian  prisoners. 

3  (There’s  sometimes  a  waiting  list  because  of 
I  limited  space.)  If  you  (outsiders)  can  help  with 
3  your  time  or  a  contribution  of  gay /lesbian  or  other 
S  paperbacks,  or  a  donation  to  help  pay  for  postage 
I  etc.  please  call  Mike  at  GCN  or  drop  by  62 
|  Berkeley  in  the  South  End.  Thanks. 

Prisoners  can  get  the  JAILHOUSE  LAWYERS 
MANUAL  by  sending  $8  to:  Columbia  Human 
Rights  Law  Review,  Box  54,  435  W.  116th  St., 
New  York,  NY  10027. 

An  excellent  source  of  lawbooks  (not  free)  is 
Gould  Publications,  199/300  State  St., 
Binghamton,  NY  13901.  Ask  for  a  catalog. 

■  Info  films  on  AIDS  (one  for  prisoners  and  one  for  COs) 
g  available  from  American  Correctional  Ass.,  4321  Hart- 
|  wick  Rd,  CoUege  Park  MD  20740.  “Describes  the  nature 
3  and  stages  of  AIDS,  the  manner  in  which  it  is  and  is  not 

■  transmitted,  and  precautions  for  inmates  (condoms  and 
1  clean  needles  etc.)  to  take  to  slay  healthy.”  [GCN  hasn’t 

■  seen  this  film  and  so  can’t  recommend  it  from  experience, 

S  but  the  description  sounds  like  it  should  be  recommended 
®  to  your  medical  staff  for  a  viewing.  Better  than  nothing! 

FREE  BOOKS  (for  prisoners)!! 

This  is  the  kind  of  project  that  anyone  can 
start,  for  a  particular  prison  or  state,  for  exam¬ 
ple.  Prisoners  have  lots  of  time  on  their  hands 
and  especially  need  educational  material  and 
some  entertainment  to  keep  from  going  crazy. 
They  show  amazing  gratitude  for  your  efforts. 
We  hope  to  have  a  pamphlet  on  tricks-of-the- 
trade  in  getting  one  started  soon.  Write  us  for 
info.) 

The  2  projects  that  exist  already  (2!  Can  you 
believe  it!  For  a  half  million  prisoners!  With 
prison  libraries  quickly  being  converted  to 

1“  dorms  as  prisons  expand  faster  than  they  can 
get  the  money  to  build  new  ones...): 

’Prison  Book  Program,  92  Green  St.,  Jamaica 
|  Plain,  MA  02130 

3  ’Books  for  Prisoners,  92  Pike  St.,  Seattle,  WA 
g  98101. 

m  Both  programs  are  often  very  far  (months) 
behind,  so  please  be  very  patient  if  you  are  re¬ 
questing  books.  (And  please  consider  sending 
a  donation  for  postage,  if  you  are  an  outsider  1 
and  are  able.  THANK  YOU!) 


nun***!* 

Ml  EDS 

iT  is  a  i<mai«” 

tCLICVCO  Of  THC  ANGUISH 
Of  ionium” 


Tihfbii 


I  guess  I  have  a  pretty  bias  opinion  of  most 
prison  pseudo-gays.  I  know  that  all  Gays  in 
prison  don’t  reflect  this  pseudo-gay  image,  but 
it’s  a  sad  and  destructive  thing,  so  I  keep  a  very 
reticent  profile.  I  think  part  of  it  here  at  Angola 
is  the  very  HIGH  rate  of  illiteracy.  The  prison 
slave/master  relationships  common  here  (with 
pseudo-gays  on  both  sides  of  the  relationship 
very  often!)  depend  somewhat  on  prisoners  not 
having  a  “mind  of  their  own”  (as  they  could 
have  more  easily  if  they  could  read  and  learn  for 
themselves)  (if  there  were  only  something  to 
read  here!)  (sigh)  Anyway,  please  put  a  penpal 
ad  in  for  me.  I’m  studying  zoology  and 
veterinary  medicine  and  would  like  to  corres¬ 
pond  with  someone  for  friendship.  Bill 
WILLIAMS,  101793,  Camp  J  Cuda  4-L-3, 
Angola  LA  70712 


Being  able  to  correspond  with  someone  from 
the  outside  with  some  of  the  same  interests  as 
mine  would  be  a  great  relief  from  the  confusion 
and  pressures  of  this  prison  environment.  My 
future  interest  is  to  raise  and  train  game 
chickens  for  sale.  1  enjoy  hunting,  hiking  and 
outdoor  sports.  I  love  nature  and  cars.  Timothy 
WILL,  EF- 15 3480,  C-2-7/3,  Reidsville  GA 
34099 _ 

A  handsome  young  black  man  is  seeking  a 
knight  in  shining  armour  (dragon  slaying  not 
necessary).  Pay  court  to  the  round  table.  Please 
write  LeRoy  ARRINGTON,  175003,  Box 
45699,  Lucasville  OH  45699. _ 

I  am  an  intelligent  and  caring  Black  male  who 
wishes  to  correspond  with  and  meet  a  transsex¬ 
ual.  I’m  not  interested  in  games  or  money.  I  on¬ 
ly  want  to  correspond  and  be  a  true  friend. 
Thank  you.  Curtis  MOORE,  30974,  Box  41, 
Michigan  City  IN  46360. _ 

Street  trained  medical-surgical  tech.  Works  in 
any  hospital  setting.  Hobbies  are  camping, 
judo,  model  building,  classical  music,  reading 
sci-fi.  Please  write.  Bernard  P.  DORAN,  17087, 
Box  7000,  Unit  4  (K  wing),  Carson  City  NV 
89702. 
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Lonely  black  male,  22,  needs  free  world  friends. 
I  have  a  friend  in  here  who  is  real  heavy  into 
Christianity  and  would  like  to  start  a  ministry. 
Is  there  a  gay  ministry  that  we  could  write  to  for 
help  and  information?  Please  let  me  know. 
John  BUTLER,  073072,  Box  1 100  -  1295,  Avon 
Park  FL  33825. 


I  like  to  write  hot  stories  and  am  looking  for 
anyone  interested  in  having  a  ‘gay’  old  time 
thru  the  mail.  Age,  color  doesn’t  matter.  Am 
into  everything.  Can  receive  mail  from  other 
prisoners.  Michael  FULLER,  30  Administra- 
tion  Rd,  Bridgewater  MA  02324. 


Small  Black  gay  homosexual  doing  long  time 
will  like  to  hear  from  all  gays  and  lesbian  on  the 
outside  and  inside  (if  you  are  allowed  to  write). 
Need  help  filing  USC  1983  lawsuit  against 
prison  system.  John  (‘Boojack’)  ROYAL, 
U7208,  Box  500,  Boydton  VA  23917. 


Lots  of  thick  creamy  yummy  cummy  to  make 
your  dreams  cum  true!  Into  writing,  painting 
landscapes,  occult,  law,  etc.  Please  write  Tom¬ 
my  BLANKENSHIP,  195152,  Box  45699, 
Lucasville  OH  45699 


The  mailroom  knows  better  than  to 
discriminate  against  gays  with  me  on  the  com¬ 
pound.  I  love  giving  them  hell  for  their 
homophobic  attitudes!  Your  publication  is  very 
informative  and  I  wilfshare  it  with  friends.  I 
have  written  several  humorous  articles  on 
prison  life  and  will  send  you  some  soon.  1  would 
truly  like  to  have  a  penpal.  Keep  up  the  good 
work!  Ricky  MOULDER,  15371-077,  Unit  7, 
Box  1000,  Seagoville  TX  75159 


I’m  in  prison  for  a  sexual  ‘crime’  that  1  didn’t 
even  commit!  Who  can  I  talk  to  about  legal  help 
in  this  case?  I  would  also  like  to  write  to  some¬ 
one.  My  interests’ are  law,  art,  history.  Harold  3 
D.  ALLEN,  420227  Wynne,  Huntsville  TX  ■ 
77349. 


For  real  outdoorsy  guy,  semi-long  hair,  ex-child  S 

of  the  ’60s,  just  a  regular  gay  guy  looking  for  a  j 
real  friend.  Joe  TERRACIANO,  65988,  Box 
F-l,  Leesburg,  NY  08327. 

BUILDING  MORE  PRISONS  TO  CURE 
"CRIME”  IS  LIKE  BUILDING  MORE 
TOILETS  TO  CURE  DIARRHEA. . . 


7  Saturday 


Boston  □  Committee  on  Gay  and  Lesbian  Issues  of 
the  National  Association  of  Social  Workers 

presents  a  discussion  on  "Support  groups  for  friends  and 
lovers  of  PWA’s."  Open  to  all  social  workers  and  social 
work  students.  7pm.  Info:  227-9635. 

Boston  □  Fourth  annual  Folktree  Festival  of  Women  in 
Music  presents  Cris  Williamson,  Tret  Fure,  Queen 
Ida  and  the  Bon  Temps  Zydeco  Band,  Connie 
Caldor  and  Lucie  Blue  Tremblay.  Berklee  Perfor¬ 
mance  Center,  Mass.  Ave.  Two  shows,  5pm  and  9:30pm. 
$14.50/516.50.  Info:  641-1010. 

Boston  □  "About  Face,"  paintings  by  Joe  Flynn. 

B.Y.O.A.  Gallery,  54  Queensberry  St.  Friday,  3-7pm, 
Saturday,  1 1 -7pm  and  Sunday  l2-5pm.  25%  of  sales  to  be 
donated  to  the  AIDS  Action  Committee.  Through 
November  30. 

Cambridge  □  Gaylaxian  Science  Fiction  Society 

will  hold  workshops  at  the  BASH  Star  Trek  conven¬ 
tion.  Hyatt  Regency  Hotel.  Info:  write,  The  Gaylaxians, 
PO  Box  1051,  Back  Bay  Annex,  Boston,  MA  02117. 

Boston  □  “Swing  Dance”  Cheek  to  Cheek, 

Boston's  lesbian  and  gay  swing  band  presents  a  dance  to 
benefit  the  AIDS  Action  Committee.  YWCA,  140 
Clarendon  St.  9pm-midnight.  $10  donation.  Info: 
646-3382. 

Boston  □  Central  American  Solidarity  Associa¬ 
tion  presents  a  talk  by  Noam  Chomsky  and  Thomas 

Walker  on  the  continuing  Contra  aid  and  the  Central 
American  peace  plan.  Boston  University  Law  School 
Auditorium,  765  Commonwealth  Ave.  7pm.  Info: 
492-8699. 

Boston  □  Post-Halloween  dance  party  to  benefit 
GCN  and  Nicaragua  Material  Aid,  sponsored  by 
United  Fruit  Co.,  Red  Shades,  Black  Sweaters  and  the 
Nicole  Hollander  Fan  Club  affinity  groups.  Villa  Victoria, 
85  W.  Newton.  9pm.  $5/advance,  $8/door.  Creative 
dress  encouraged.  Wheelchair  accessible.  Info:  426-4469. 

Cambridge  □  Women's  School,  “Writing  in  Our 
Own  Voices.”  The  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
I0am-I2:30pm.  First  of  three  classes.  Info:  354-8807. 

Boston  □  Women's  School  "All  New  c.R.A.S.h. 
Course.”  Rock  Against  Sexism  Femme  Core  Space, 
Harrison  Ave.  I -4pm.  Info:  354-8807. 

Cambridge  □  “Hidden  Ideologies:  Learning  to  see 
what  we  see.”  With  Bell  Hooks,  Alia  Arasoughly  and 
workshops  on  Western  hegemony  in  the  women's  move¬ 
ment,  racism,  heterosexism.  Sponsored  by  the  Women’s 
Theological  Center  and  Women  of  Colors  Unified. 
Episcopal  Divinity  School,  99  Brattle.  10-3  pm.  $7-10. 

8  Sunday 

Cambridge  □  Wild  women  bike  trip  and  waffles. 

Meet  10am.  DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.  Info:  Sarah,  536-07S2. 


7  SATURDAY  TO 
20  FRIDAY 


7  Saturday  □  Queen  Ida  (pictured) 
performs  at  the  Folktree  Festival  of 
Women  in  Music,  along  with  Cris 
Williamson,  Tret  Fure,  Connie  Caldor 
and  Lucie  Blue  Tremblay.  Berklee 
Performance  Center,  Boston.  5pm  and 
9:30pm.  $  14.50/$  1 6.50.  Info: 

641-1010. 


Jamaica  Plain  □  Lesbian  sexual  abuse  survivors 
on-going  self-help  group.  Meets  8-9:30pm  (every  Sun¬ 
day).  New  members  welcome.  Info:  Nancy,  522-2118. 

Boston  □  Boston  Neighborhood  Network  presents 
“An  Evening  With  Nikki  Giovanni”  as  part  of  a 
series  produced  by  Second  Take,  a  women's  video  pro¬ 
duction  group.  Giovanni's  reading  is  followed  by  a  15 
minute  segment  highlighting  Gay  Pride  Day  in  Boston. 
Each  Sunday  in  November,  8pm.  Cable  Channels  A3  &  A8. 


Cambridge  □  Meeting  of  Anima,  a  women's  collec¬ 
tive  of  animal  rights  activists.  Taha’s  restaurant. 
6pm.  Info:  Donna,  868-0117. 

1 0  T uesday 

Amherst  □  “The  Subject  is  Lesbians.”  Cathy  Cade 
presents  an  evening  of  slides  from  her  newly  released 
book,  A  Lesbian  Photo  Album,  showing  "the 
strength,  pride  and  diversity  of  lesbians."  UMASS  pro¬ 
gram  for  Gay,  Lesbian  and  Bisexual  Concerns.  Campus 
Center  rm.  168.  8pm.  Info:  Felice,  545-4824. 

Boston  □  “For  Love  and  for  Life:  We’re  Not  Going 
Back,"  Lisa  Kaplan  and  Amilie  Ratcliff's  video  perspec¬ 
tive  of  the  March  on  Washington.  Boston 
Neighborhood  Network,  cable  channels  A3  and  A8. 
1 0pm. 

Cambridge  □  “A  Queer  Kind  of  Film”  program  3. 
Featuring  work  by  Su  Friedrich,  Abigail  Child  and  Ela 
Troyana.  Brattle  Theater,  Brattle  St.  8pm. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  coming-out  rap.  DOB,  Old 
Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  $1.  Info: 
661-3633. 

Boston  □  "Women  in  Science”  with  keynote 
speaker  Marhta  J.B.  Thomas  and  panel  discussion.  Rabb 
Lecture  Hall  of  Boston  Public  Library.  7pm.  Info: 
536-5400  x265. 

12  Thursday 

Boston  □  Alice  Johnson  and  Andy  Holiner.gerform 

at  Club  Cafe.  209  Columbus  Ave.,  South  End.  Every 
Thursday  during  November,  8:30pm-l2:30am. 


13  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper 
and  meet  new  friends.  5pm  to  10pm.  Near  Arlington  and 
Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  426-4469. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbians  2S  and  under.  DOB,  Old 
Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  $1.  Info: 
661-3633. 

Boston  □  Fenway  Community  Health  Center  orienta¬ 
tion  meeting  for  single  women  and  lesbians  interested 
in  alternative  insemination  as  a  route  to  pregnancy. 
Info:  267-7573. 

Cambridge  □  Harvard-Radcliffe  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Student  Association  dance.  Adams  House,  Harvard 
University.  9pm-lam.  $3  with  student  ID/$5  without.  In¬ 
fo:  495-5476. 

Boston  □  Gay  Professional  Women  present  Attorney 
Karen  M.  Harbeck  on  "Lesbian  Legal  Issues  for  In¬ 
dividuals  and  Couples."  Appalachian  Mountain  Club, 
5  Joy  St.  8-1 1  pm.  Members  free,  $5  all  others.  Info: 
585-6051. 

14  Saturday 

Waltham  □  Brandeis  Triskelion  Gay/Les¬ 
bian/Bisexual  Coalition  dance.  Schwartz  Auditorium, 
Brandeis  University.  I0pm-2am.  Info:  736-4761  or 
893-4667. 

Amherst  □  Underground  Railway  Theater  tour  of 
“Sanctuary:  The  Spirit  of  Harriet  Tubman”  and 
"Are  You  Ready  My  Sister?"  UMass/Amherst.  Info: 
(413)  545-1945. 


Boston  □  “Confronting  AIDS:  Who  Gets  it  and 
How?"  Joan  Goldberg,  AIDS  coordinator,  Harvard 
Community  Health  Plan.  Boston  Center  for  Adult  Educa¬ 
tion,  5  Commonwealth  Ave.  Info:  267-4430. 

19  Thursday 

Boston  □  Neighborhood  Human  Service  Meeting 

for  Charlestown,  North  End  and  Downtown.  Kent- 
Charlestown  Community  School,  254  Medford  St. 
7-9pm.  Info:  720-4300  x320. 

Boston  □  Sharon  McNight  performs  at  Club  Cabaret. 
Thursday  through  Sunday,  1 0pm  and  midnight.  $6  Thurs¬ 
day  and  Sunday/$8  Friday  and  Saturday.  Ten  Percent 
Review,  through  Dec.  6.  7:30pm.  November  19  show, 
$15  benefit  for  the  AIDS  Action  Committe:  all 
other  shows  $12,  Tuesday  through  Thursday  and  Sun¬ 
day^  1 4  Friday  and  Saturday.  Club  Cafe,  209  Columbus 
Ave.  Info  and  reservations:  536-0972. 

20  Friday 

Cape  Cod  □  “Knowing  Ourselves,  Knowing 
Others."  a  three  day  residential  workshop  for  gay  men 
to  clarify  personal  and  inter-personal  relationships. 
Through  November  22.  $250  including  room  and  board. 
Info:  Francis  Giambrone,  628-6988. 

Boston  □  Jay  Leno  benefit  performance  for  the  AIDS 
Action  Committee.  Symphony  Hall,  Mass.  Ave. 
10:30pm.  $26,  $28  and  $30.  Tickets  available  from  Sym¬ 
phony  Hall  Box  Office,  Bostix,  Ticketron,  Teletron  and 
Strawberries. 

CALENDAR  COMPILED  BY 
BARNABY  FISHER 


Cambridge  □  Massachusetts  National  Organization 
for  Women  annual  state  conference.  Through 
November  15.  Howard  Johnson  Motel,  777  Memorial 
Drive.  $20,  with  sliding  scale  available.  Info:  782-3241. 

15  Sunday 


Boston  □  New  England  Gay  and  Lesbian  Veterans 

fund  raiser  at  1 19  Merrimack.  1 19  Merrimack  St.  5-9pm. 
Info:  350-6092  (leave  message). 


Boston  □  Mixed  Media  by  4  women  artists,  coord¬ 
inated  by  Holly  Jaynes.  Student  Gallery,  Tower  Buliding, 
Massachusetts  College  of  Art.  Through  November  21. 


Boston  □  “Choose  to  Live”  workshop  on  fortifying 
the  immune  system  with  Laurence  E.  Badgley,  M.D. 
Pre-registration  necessary.  $65.  Info:  (415)  588-4495. 

9  Monday 


Boston  □  GCN’s  production  night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading:  before  8PM.  Paste-up:  after  7PM.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  &  Back  Bay  T-stops.  GCN: 
426-4469. 


Boston  □  Sex,  Politics  and  Community  in  the  age 

of  AIDS,  a  Radical  America  forum.  l2-5pm.  Info: 
628-6585. 

16  Monday 


Boston  □  Peter  Stickel  interviews  Katherine 
Triantafillou.  “Boston’s  Other  Voice,"  WROR 
98.5FM.  12:30am  (Monday  morning). 


Boston  □  Inti-lilimani  and  Ferron  perform  at  Cambridge  □  DOB  Newcomer’s  rap  DOB,  Old 
Berklee  Performance  Center,  Mass.  Ave.  Shows  at  3pm  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  $1.  Info: 
and  7:30pm.  $I6.50/$I4.50.  Info:  641-1010.  661-3633. 


Cambridge  □  Moving  Violations  women-only 
motorcycle  club  3rd  annual  dance  party.  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8pm-midnight.  Alcohol 
free.  $4.  Info:  391-5940. 
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Irene  Young 


“A  Queer  Kind  of  Film”:  selections  from  New 
York's  Lesbian  and  Gay  Experimental  Film  Festival. 
Curated  by  Sarah  Schulman  and  Jim  Hubbard.  At 
the  Brattle  Theater  in  Cambridge,  Nov.  10. 

By  Michael  Bronski 

ay  movies”:  we  love  them  or  we 
hate  them.  Some  people  think 
Making  Love  and  Persona!  Best 
are  great  while  others  see  them  as 
mainstream  sellouts.  Those  who  swear  by 
Taxi  Zum  Klo  and  Law  of  Desire  are  argued 
down  by  people  who  hate  subtitles  or  films 
that  don’t  present  the  most  up-beat  images 
of  gay  life.  Many  lesbians 
love  Desert  Hearts ;  others 
call  it  boring  or  a  betrayal  of 
the  book.  The  fact  of  the 
matter  is  that  we  all  have  such  a  need  to  see 
ourselves  on  films  that  when  we  do  we  turn 
fanatic.  On  the  other  hand,  we  have  a  keen 
sense  of  what  we  should  like  that  disap¬ 
pointment  seems  always  to  be  lurking 
behind  the  popcorn  machine. 

Part  of  the  all-too-frequent  disappoint¬ 
ment  comes  from  the  fact  that  movies  are 
marketed  as  universal;  we’re  told  that  the 
images  up  on  that  big  screen  will  reflect  us, 
that  they  are  reflections  of  Life  rather  than 
just  the  filmmaker’s  idea  of  life.  The  ex¬ 
perimental  films  being  shown  in  “A  Queer 
Kind  of  Film”  at  the  Brattle  Theater  (the 
first  programs  were  last  Tuesday,  the  last  are 
Tuesday  Nov.  10)  are  nothing  if  not  person¬ 
al  and  idiosyncratic.  They  don’t  reflect  Life 
or  even  a  shared  gay  vision;  instead,  they  are 
visions  the  filmmakers  share  with  us. 

To  be  frank  about  it,  if  you  like  Personal 
Best  and  Making  Love  you  probably  won’t 
be  drawn  to  many  of  the  movies  at  the  Brat¬ 
tle.  These  small  movies  are  independently 
produced,  many  without  any  financing  ex¬ 
cept  that  raised  by  the  filmmaker 
him/herself.  None  of  them  have  conven¬ 
tional  narratives,  some  don’t  seem  to  have 
any  plots  at  all,  and  only  a  rare  few  exhibit 
technical  finesse.  But  what  does  technical 
finesse  get  you  with  Beverly  Hills  Cop  II  or 
The  Hidden ?  What  does  conventional  plot 
matter  when  you  realize  you  could  care  less 
about  what  is  happening  on  screen.  What 


Perversely  independent 

One  more  chance  in  Boston  to  take  in  the  experimental 
films  from  New  York’s  lesbian  /gay  film  festival 


Scenes  from  Mayhem  by  Abigail  Child. 


these  experimental  films  offer  when  taken  as 
a  whole  is  an  amazingly  varied  and  auda¬ 
cious  —  in  image  and  style  —  exploration  of 
gay  and  lesbian  life. 

Last  week’s  program  featured  Tom  Cho- 
mont’s  Razor  Head  and  Barbara  Hammer’s 
Optic  Nerve ,  both  short  films  detailing 
obsession  and  eroticism.  Roger  Jacoby’s 
How  to  be  a  Homosexual  Part  II  is  a  daring 


collage  of  scenes  from  a  gay  life.  Because  the 
filmmaker  has  processed  the  footage  him¬ 
self  —  controlling  the  exposure  and  the  col¬ 
oration  —  it  is  not  the  content,  per  se,  but 
the  color  mutations  that  gives  the  film  its 
emotional  power.  Jim  Hubbard’s  Homo¬ 
sexual  Desire  in  Minnesota,  on  the  other 
hand,  is  a  12-part  montage  of  clips  filmed 
between  1980  and  1985.  What  might  have 


been  an  artsy  home  movie  with  an  edge  of 
the  radical  chic  is  a  moving  and  refreshing 
look  at  gay  reflections  and  memories. 

The  highlight  of  the  third  program  is 
clearly  Su  Friedrich’s  Damned  If  You 
Don  7.  Perhaps  the  longest  film  in  the  Brat¬ 
tle  series  —  it  runs  only  43  minutes  —  it  is 
also  one  of  the  most  accessible.  The  genius 
of  Friedrich’s  technique  is  that  it  is  able  to 
wholly  refashion  cultural  artifacts  —  the 
1946  film  classic  Black  Narcissus;  an 
historical  study.  Immodest  Acts:  The  Life 
of  a  Lesbian  Nun  in  Renaissance  Italy ;  and 
the  iconography  of  Catholicism.  The  result 
of  this  reinterpretation  is  a  startling  vision  of 
lesbianism,  nuns  and  women  as  community. 
By  the  time  the  sexual  fantasy  scenes  take 
place  —  the  disrobing/unveiling  of  a  nun  — 
you  cannot  help  but  be  hooked. 

Also  on  this  third  program  is  Mayhem , 
the  sixth  part  in  Abigail  Child’s  Is  This 
What  You  Were  Born  For?  A  stylish 
thriller,  it  features  a  lesbian  sex  scene  from 
some  early  porn  which  is  quite  remarkable. 
There  will  also  be  what  are  being  called  “gay 
films  from  the  1890s,”  short  clips  with  ho¬ 
moerotic  content.  These  early  movies  are, 
needless  to  say,  almost  never  shown  and  are 
of  great  interest  to  both  film  students  and 
historians  as  well  as  to  anyone  who  is 
curious  about  images  of  gay  people  in 
popular  culture. 

The  three  programs  of  “queer  films”  at 
the  Brattle  are  excerpted  from  the  well 
received  Lesbian  and  Gay  Experimental 
Film  Festival  presented  in  New  York  several 
months  ago  (See  GCN  review,  Vol.  15,  No. 
9).  As  a  follow  up  to  the  gay  film  series  the 
Brattle  will  be  presenting,  on  Nov.  17, 
Jeanne  Dielman,  23  Quai  du  Commerce, 
1080  Bruxelles  which  deals  with  the  life  of  a 
housewife  and  part-time  prostitute,  directed 
by  lesbian  filmmaker  Chantal  Akerman. 
(Note:  Jeanne  Dielman  is  3Vi  hours  long.) 
And  on  December  15  they  will  be  re¬ 
showing,  back  by  popular  demand,  Sheila 
McLaughlin’s  lesbian  hit  She  Must  be  See¬ 
ing  Things. 


Ilf  NORMAL  HEART 

Presented  by  Triangle  Theater  Company 
A  play  by  Larry  Kramer,  Directed  by  Steven  O’Donnell 

November  19,20,21,27,28  and  December  3,4,5,10,11,12 

Paramount  Penthouse  Theater,  58  Berkeley  Street,  Boston 
Curtain  8:00  p.m.  For  tickets  and 
information  call  426-3550 


SOCIALIST  CONFERENCE  SAT.  NOV.  14 

The  STOCK 
MARKET 
CRASH 


Why  did  it  happen?  ■  What 
will  itmeanforworkers,com- 
munities,  unemployed  and 
students?  ■  Will  it  lead  to  war 
in  the  Persian  Gulf  and  Central 
America?  ■  What  impact  will  it 
have  on  jobs,  social  services, 
the  AIDS  crisis,  racism,  sexism 
and  lesbian  &  gay  oppression. 
■  What  is  the  solution  to  the  crisis? 


9:30  am  Hear  a  Marxist  analysis  by  Sam  Marcy 

(Author  of  Anatomy  of  the  Economic  Crisis,  Reindustrializotion:  The  Menace  Behind  the  Promise  and  High  Tech,  Low  Poy) 

2:15  PM  FIGHT  BACK  PROGRAM  PLENARY 
4:30  PM  —  6:30  PM  WORKSHOPS  Donation  at  door 

Mabel  Dean  Bacon  Vocational  High  School 

1 27  East  22  Street,  NYC  (Corner  of  Lexington  Avenue)  & 

Contact:  Workers  World  Party  46  W.  21  St.,  NY,  NY  10010  (212)255-0352 


Gay  &  Lesbian 

Advocates 

and 

Defenders 

New  England's  legal  foundation 
for  gay  and  lesbian  civil  rights 
announces  openings  on  its  Board 
of  Directors  and  some  of  its 
committees.  If  you  are  interested 
in  serving  with  an  expanding 
organization  that  furthers  the  legal 
rights  of  gay  men  and  lesbians, 
contact  us  at  617-426-1350.  An 
informational  packet  and 
application  will  be  sent  to  you. 
Applications  accepted  until  Nov. 
27.  People  of  color  encouraged  to 
apply. 


Handling 
the  Holidays 

for  parents  of  gays  and 
lesbians  and  for  gays 
and  lesbians 

Groups  for 
Support  &  Sharing 

•  plan  ahead  for  family 
visits 

•  move  past  “survival” 
to  better  relationships 

•  new  ideas,  new  moves 

Holiday  Workshops 
Saturdays  11/7,  11/14,  12/5 
Monday  PM  11/30,  12/7,  12/14 

Jean  Chapin  Smith,  LICSW 
straight  parent  of  gav  children 
(617)  876-21 13 


